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This season, I am thinking about our 
future makers and ways to make art 
together. The stories on our stages, both 
inside and beyond the building, offer 
an opportunity to hear new voices and 
diverse perspectives from world-class 
artists and talented Lehigh students. 

Sphinx Virtuosi opens the Presenting 
Series with an exciting program 
highlighting the excellence of 
Black and Latinx performers and 

composers. The San Diego Symphony graces our stage to premiere 
a new work by Carlos Simon, the Kennedy Center’s composer-in-
residence, the night before they debut it in Carnegie Hall.

The imaginative Momix celebrates its 40th anniversary with a 
fantastical version of Alice in Wonderland. The Vienna Boys Choir 
rings in the holidays with traditional songs in Packer Memorial Church. 
Mermaid Theater’s The Rainbow Fish is a delight for audiences of 
all ages. Lehigh Music Department Chair Paul Salerni conducts a 
live orchestra for Nimbus Dance’s contemporary interpretation of 
Copland’s Appalachian Spring.

The university’s music and theatre departments continue to amplify 
students’ talents with the artistic vision of our esteemed faculty. See 
the future makers share their creativity this season.  

We understand the importance of building our future audiences. Our Family 
Series partnership with the Lehigh Valley Reilly Children’s Hospital ensures 
engagement continues with our second annual fun-filled Family Day.

Strike Anywhere Performance Ensemble joins us for a year-long 
residency, building dialogue and collaboration in the community beyond 
our building. The ensemble activates spaces with art by listening to 
individuals and turning their stories into a devised play that will be seen 
throughout Bethlehem’s South Side neighborhood, weaving the campus 
and community together with a beautiful performance. 

How excited I am that Zoellner Arts Center’s 2023-2024 season adds to 
the vibrant arts scene in the Lehigh Valley and is a conduit to bring the 
area’s rural, suburban and urban communities together. Thank you for your 
continued support. Arts have an impact in our community because of you.

Mark Fitzgerald Wilson
Executive Director

DEAR FRIENDS,
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THANK YOU

PROGRAM SUPPORT

MEDIA PARTNERS

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Curtain Warmers: The Arnan and Marlene Finkelstein Endowment Fund 
School Shows: Richard H. Johnson '73G 

Music Initiatives: Supported in part by the 
Klees Family Instrumental Ensemble Endowed Fund 
Creative Campus Initiative: Supported in part by the 

Anne R. Kline '81 Endowed Fund for Creatively Integrated Programming 
Notations: Lehigh University Creative Writing Program 

and Zoellner Arts Center

Zoellner Arts Center receives state 
arts funding support through a grant 
from the Pennsylvania Council on the 
Arts, a state agency funded by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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From minor sniffles to specialty care,  
we’ve been your partner in pediatric  

health for over a decade. 





At Comfort Suites® we work hard to help you feel refreshed, 
so you can be ready to take on your day.

•  Wake up refreshed thanks to premium
bedding with soft and firm pillows.

   

•  Fuel your day with hearty and healthy
breakfast choices.

   

•  Stay connected with fast & free Wi-Fi.

Behind every
great day is a

great night.

General

Comfort Suites Bethlehem Near
Lehigh University and LVI Airport

120 W. Third St.
Bethlehem, PA 18015

610.882.9700

Book your room
with us today at

ComfortSuites.com



PPL people have a personal commitment 
to excellence in all that we do, whether 
it’s keeping the lights on, coaching a 
youth sports team or volunteering at a 
local school. We’re proud of the positive 
difference we make in people’s lives.

THE POWER  
TO MAKE A  
DIFFERENCE

PPLWEB.COM





South Side Bethlehem • 215 East Third St. • Bethlehem, PA 18015

610.867.8699 • 800.237.4718 • www.pattispetalsflowers.com

Patti’s Petals
PRETTY GOOD FLORISTS

INC. Buzzi Unicem is an international company dedicated to 
the manufacture and sale of cement, concrete and natural 
aggregates. In figures: 10,000 employees, 14 countries, 
and a consolidated annual turnover exceeding $3 billion.

The USA is one of its most important markets, 
currently being served by more than 2,300 
employees at 8 cement plants, 68 concrete batch plants 
and 35 cement distribution terminals.

The Buzzi Unicem Group pursues a long-term vision for 
business success through dedicated development of 
highly sustainable operations, products and services.

Manufacturer of Sustainable 
Construction Products

Proud  to support the arts and education in our community

13

Thanks for supporting Bethlehem’s local florist.
Providing quality flowers at fair prices and with

superior service for 35 years!

ASTOUNDING
POSSIBILITIES 

Observed speeds may vary based on device connection & other factors outside of Astound Broadband’s control. Modem required for internet service.  
Visit www.astound.com/official-notice for additional terms and conditions. Other restrictions may apply. ©2022 RCN Telecom Services (Lehigh) LLC. All rights reserved.

1.800.4.ASTOUND  |  astound.com

We’ve been a part of your community for years providing 
reliable Internet, TV, and phone services and 24/7 customer 
support. We’re evolving to better serve you, your passions, 
your work, your life. We’re evolving so that you can connect 
to a world of astounding possibilities. 

RCN is now Astound Broadband 
powered by RCN

30-Day Money-
Back Guarantee

Fast, reliable 
Internet

44 45

Thanks for supporting Bethlehem’s local florist.
Providing quality flowers at fair prices and with 

superior service for 36 years!



Follow us @DeSalesUPerformingArts

Fall 2023 Season

Tickets and Information
610.282.3192 • desales.edu/act1

72-HOUR

FILM
CHALLENGE

RODGERS AND HAMMERSTEIN’S 

CINDERELLA

EMERGING 
CHOREOGRAPHERS

CONCERT

INTIMATE 
APPAREL

The Professional Theatre at DeSales University 

pashakespeare.org | 610.282.WILL [9455]

DISCOVER THE 
2024 SEASON

BOOK YOUR TICKETS!

Experience 
8 Unique 
Productions
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OCT 6 Fri
7:30pm | Baker Hall

Zoellner Arts Center receives state arts funding support through a grant 
from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

2023.2024  
S E A S O N

ZOELLNER
ARTS CENTER
L E H I G H  U N I V E R S I T Y



Bound by blood and a mutual love of American roots music, The 
Bacon Brothers have spent the past quarter-century in a creative 
whirl, funneling their shared DNA into a genre-bending sound. 
They call that sound “Forosoco” — a blend of folk, rock, soul, and 
country influences, delivered by two songwriters who were born 
to collaborate — and it’s taken the siblings across the world, from 
shows in Japan to performances at American landmarks like 
Carnegie Hall and the Grand Ole Opry.

The Bacon Brothers turn a new page with their eleventh release, 
Erato, whose five songs showcase the duo at their diverse peak. 
It’s an EP of dynamic contrasts: quiet moments and big payoffs, 
organic instrumentation and electronic textures, self-penned songs 
and high-profile collaborations. For Michael and Kevin Bacon, it’s 
also the continuation of a story that began long ago in Philadelphia, 
where the two siblings were raised on a soundtrack of 1970s singer/
songwriters, Philly soul singers, and classic rock bands.

“We’re still exploring the sound we began making 25 years 
ago; we’ve just gotten a lot better at it,” says Michael, whose 
success as an Emmy-winning composer mirrors his brother’s own 
accolades as an A-list Hollywood actor. “Music is a life’s work. It’s 
a universe of things yet to know. It’s exciting to be doing stuff we 
couldn’t have done 20 years ago — to know that we’ve come so 
far, yet still have so much left in the tank.”

On Erato’s title track, the brothers appeal directly to the goddess 
of romantic poetry for inspiration. “Send me lightning in a bottle, 
Erato,” they sing, their voices stacked together in harmony, 
their melodies flanked by layers of jangling guitar and folk-pop 
instrumentation. Unfolding like a summoning of the muse herself, 
it’s one of countless highlights on a record that also makes 
room for the stripped-back soul of “Dark Chocolate Eyes,” the 
atmospheric acoustics of “Karaoke Town,” and the summery 
island-pop of “Let Me Happen To You.”

“We’re a songwriting band, and the songs lead the way,” Kevin 
explains. “We’re not beholden to a specific sound. We just 
write the songs and let them point us in the right direction. 
That’s how we’ve done it since the very beginning.”

This time around, The Bacon Brothers’ songs point the duo 
toward unexplored territory. “Let Me Happen To You” grew out 
of a piece of unused music Michael had originally composed 
for a television show two decades earlier. “Michael has another 
musical life as a composer,” Kevin notes, “and turning one of his 
instrumental compositions into a lyrical song is not something 
we’ve ever done before.” Likewise, “In Memory (Of When I 



Cared)” finds the siblings teaming up with songwriting legend 
Desmond Child for a track that splits the difference between 
minor-key rock & roll and modern-day pop. “Desmond has a gift 
for writing magnetic songs that people get trapped inside of,” 
Michael says of Child, a Songwriters Hall of Fame icon whose 
songwriting credits include Bon Jovi’s “Livin’ on a Prayer,” 
Aerosmith’s “Crazy,” and Joan Jett’s “I Hate Myself For Loving 
You.” Working with a co-writer was a rare experience for the 
Bacons, whose previous 10 albums were almost exclusively 
written by Kevin and Michael. In Desmond Child, they found more 
than just a collaborator — they found validation in their strengths 
as prolific craftsmen, too.

Another unexpected collaborator was Kevin’s son, Travis Bacon, 
who produces the track “Karaoke Town.” “I wrote it on acoustic 
guitar,” Kevin remembers, “but I also knew that I could support 
the song’s simplicity with a bigger, darker, more electronic 
arrangement, which is right in my son’s wheelhouse.” With its 
balance of warm acoustics and digital flourishes, “Karaoke Town” 
represents a rare collaboration between father and son, proof 
that the apple doesn’t fall far from the family tree.

Erato was recorded in various cities across the country, from 
producer Joe Nicolo’s studio in Pennsylvania to Travis Bacon’s 
studio in Los Angeles. Two songs were finished in Atlanta, their 
recording sessions sandwiched between shoots for one of 
Kevin’s film projects. From his home studio in New York, Michael 
added cello and autoharp to several other tracks. Members of 
The Bacon Brothers’ longtime road band appear on the record’s 
title track, while a handful of first-time collaborators contribute 
to other songs, turning Erato into one of the band’s most diverse 
records yet.

“We’re always trying to break out of our specific habits and try 
something new,” Kevin says. “We’re two songwriters who have 
a lot of different influences, and we’ve learned to embrace that 
reality. As long as it comes from us, it sounds like us.”

“If you’re an athlete or a dancer, you usually have to launch a new 
career by the time you’re 40,” Michael adds. “We’re lucky. We’re 
still moving forward and getting better, and that’s where we like 
to be.”

The family that picks together sticks together. With Erato, 
Michael and Kevin Bacon — brothers, songwriters, frontmen, and 
multi-instrumentalists — prove their staying power once again.
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FRIENDS OF

The Board of Trustees of Lehigh University gratefully acknowledges and recognizes the following 
alumni, friends, corporations and foundations for their generosity in supporting the annual  

campaign for the Friends of Zoellner Arts Center:

Overture $25,000 - $49,999
Claire and Ted Diamond ’37 ’85H 
Lehigh Valley Health Network 
The Presser Foundation

Bravo $20,00 - $24,999
The Long Family Endowment for Community 
Outreach in the Arts 

Pohanka Family Foundation
Viamedia*

Spotlight $15,000 - $19,999
Lehigh Valley Community Foundation
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 

Marquee $10,000 - $14,999
Astound Powered by RCN*
Marc Falato ’87 
Anne R. Kline ’81 
Brenda and John McGlade ’76 ’81G
Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation
PPL Electric Utilities

Producer $5,000 - $7,499
Marlene and Arnan Finkelstein ’58
W. Beall Fowler ’59 ’84P ’89P ’01P ’16GP ’F/S
National Endowment for the Arts
Enid M. and Michael J. Seiden ’63 ’64

Maestro $2,500 - $4,999
Richard H. Johnson ’73G
Dr. Julia E. Klees ’82 
WDIY*

Artist $1,000 - $2,499
Steven and Rosalie Aaronson
Nora A. and Mohamed S. El-Aasser ’F/S
Marsha and Tom Hersh ’72 ’77G 
Wendy L. ’83 ’84G ’08G and 
David Thomson ’83 ’84G ’13P ’18P

Fellow $500 - $999
Beverly and Thomas Eighmy
Lynne B. and Leon M. Harbold ’59 ’21GP

Patron $250 - $499
Roy and Judith Haase
Melody K. ’81G and 
Richard N. Weisman ’00P ’F/S

Friend $100 - $249
Pearl Anderson ’96G and 
Paul Bashus ’91G

Joan and Bill Easterly
Andrea and 
Oldrich Foucek III ’72 ’05P ’09P

Emilie C. Heesen ’81G
Marie E. Helmold ’81
James and Linda Henry
Glen and Karen Hill
Christina Lewis
Daniel Lopresti ’F/S and 
Debbie Wesselmann

Catherine and Ronald D. Mordosky
Sherri and Thomas Pavlo
Mary Jean A. Russo ’88G ’93G ’F/S
Glenn and Mary Simmons
John and Shirley Stemler
William E. Toth
Jill B. and David A. Yannarell ’83 ’93G
John and Sandy Zengel

Supporter < $99
Linda Dicker ’77G
K. Michelle Kostem ’68G
Stephanie Moffett
Debra A. Ott
A. Mark Rentschler
Gary W. Simmons ’F/S
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Winter

Zoellner Advisory Council
Oldrich Foucek III ’72 ’05P ’09P, chair 
Lewis Baer ’72 ’07P ’15P
Marc Falato ’87
Valerie Johnson
Anne R. Kline ’81
Michele McGrath
LuAnn Silberg

ZOELLNER
ARTS CENTER
L E H I G H  U N I V E R S I T Y

List complete as of September 12, 2023 ∙ Report errors or omissions to inzactix@lehigh.edu or (610) 758-2787, x0

*Trade partner



Please visit our website at:
www.plannedgiving.lehigh.edu

HOLD YOUR SPECIAL  
OCCASION AT 

ZOELLNER!
Perfect for receptions, recitals,  
parties, ceremonies and more!

CONTACT OUR RENTAL MANAGER: 

610-758-5654 or zoellnerartscenter.org

Frisson Wind Nonet
Friday, October 13, 2023 

at 7:30 p.m.

Viano String Quartet with 
Rodolfo Leonet, Piano

Friday November 10, 2023 
at 7:30 p.m.

Schumann Quartet
Friday, March 1, 2024 at 7:30 p.m.

Apollo Piano Trio with 
Misha Amory, violist

Sunday, April 21, 2024 at 3:00 p.m.
Tapestry Vocal Ensemble

Sunday, May 19, 2024 at 3:00 p.m.

All concerts are scheduled to be performed in the Foy Concert Hall on the Priscilla Payne Hurd Campus of Moravian  
University, EXCEPT for the April 21, 2024  concert which will be presented at Faith United Church of Christ, Center Valley. 

Admission: $35 at the door
Concertgoers 25 and younger  

enjoy complimentary admission.
Program information

 and ticket sales 
at www.cmlv.org 

Formerly Chamber Music Society of Bethlehem

71st Season 2023-2024 SEASON 



The 2023–24 season will be one to remember,  
and we invite you to join us as we conclude our  
125th Anniversary Celebration this season!

20
23

–24
 S

E
A
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O

N

•   GALA: Concert & World Premiere CD Recording –  
Sat., November 4 at 3pm •  Packer Memorial Church 
Newly completed scholarly edition of Mendelssohn’s  
reconstruction of Bach’s Saint Matthew Passion

•    Christmas in Allentown + Bethlehem 
 
*Livestream option 

Sat. & Sun., December 9 & 10* at 4pm    
Bach Magnificat + Christen ätzet diesen Tag, BWV 63 + Carols! 

•    Spring in Bethlehem – BACH INSPIRED  •  Sun., March 17 at 4pm 
Bach Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott, BWV 80 + Selections from our  
 June European tour

+ 116th Bethlehem Bach Festival  •  May 10–11 & 17–18, 2024 
•    Recorder-phenom Vincent Lauzer, Festival Artist-in-Residence  
•    The immortal Mass in B Minor  

 
 Live-stream option May 11

+ Our Community & Educational Programs 
•  Bach at Noon Free and open to the public, second Tuesdays 
•   Greg Funfgeld Family Concert: Dancing with Bach  •  In collaboration 

with the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts &  
Muhlenberg College Dance Department  •  Sun., February 18 at 3pm  

+ 2024 European Tour  •  June 6–16  •  Germany & Austria

Complete Season Information & Ticketing:  
BACH.org/season  •  610-866-4382

1898–2023

125



Proud Sponsor of

Zoellner Arts Center

610.625.3200 | viamediatv.com

A partner with:

Navigating Marketing Can Be Tricky
Viamedia Can Help You Navigate Through the Digital Landscape

It’s All About the Audience!

Viamedia has the power to precisely target your desired audience 
using marketing solutions which utilize television cable networks, and 
online, through PCs, tablets, and mobile devices, placing your business 

in front of the right audience, with the right message, 
at the right time… every time.



zoellnerartscenter.org

INFORMATION
CAN'T MAKE IT? EXCHANGE OR DONATE YOUR TICKETS. 
Contact us before the show to either exchange for another event, or convert the value 
of your tickets to a charitable contribution to Zoellner Arts Center. Subscribers and 
Friends may exchange for free, just $1 per ticket for all others. Patrons are responsible 
for any difference in ticket price, exchanges must occur within event category (e.g., 
Music Dept. ticket for Music Dept. ticket). Excludes rental events. No refunds.

PARKING IS FREE in the garage attached to the center for all Presenting Series, 
Lehigh University Music Dept. and Dept. of Theatre events (excluding some weekday 
morning events and Christmas Vespers in Packer Chapel). Please note, there may be a 
parking charge for rental events. 

GROUPS SAVE UP TO 15% Just buy 10 or more tickets to a performance.  
Orders incur a one-time per-performance fee of $6 per group order in lieu  
of per-ticket fees.

TAXES AND FEES  
Single tickets ordered by phone or online carry fees ranging from $2.25–$8.50 per 
ticket. Tickets purchased in-person may carry fees of up to 50 cents per ticket. The 
City of Bethlehem Amusement tax is 5% on tickets above $10, with a cap of $2 per 
ticket. Additional delivery charges may apply, check online for details. 

OUR GIFT CERTIFICATES 
NEVER EXPIRE.  

Purchase these at Ticket Services or online 
in any amount and give  

the gift of entertainment. 
Certificates cannot be redeemed for rental events.

#artshaveimpact

CONNECT WITH US!
 ZoellnerArts

 zoellnerarts

 ZoellnerArts

 zoellnerartscenter

 inzactix@lehigh.edu
GO TO WEBSITE



HOUSE NOTES

Questions about your tickets?

Concessions: At this time, food and 
beverage service will likely be limited 
or eliminated for the time being. Please 
visit the Covic-19 safety information page 
on our website for updates and check 
the “Know Before You Go” email sent to 
ticket holders the week of the show. Be 
sure to give Ticket Services your email.

Please silence all mobile devices upon 
entering the theatre.

To leave theatres during  
performances, use the rear  
doors, if you are able, to minimize  
disruption of performance.

Late seating occurs at suitable 
intervals. While waiting, you may watch 
performance on lobby monitors.

Lost & Found: Contact Ticket Services. 
Not responsible for lost or stolen items.

Families with Children:  
We welcome children of all ages to our 
Family Series shows. For performances 
not listed as Family Series in our 
brochure, we recommend that attendees 
be ages four and over. Everyone entering 
the theatre must have a ticket, and 
sit quietly in a seat throughout the 
performance. There are closed-circuit 
monitors in the lobby which supervised 
children may use to watch performances 
if they need a break.     

Accessible seating can be requested 
when purchasing tickets. Accessible 
parking is on levels 1 and 3 in the parking 
garage. 

Free assistive-listening devices are 
available through Ticket Services for 
amplified performances.

Box Office Hours: 
TUE 12-6; WED-FRI 12-5
For ticketed events: SAT 2 hours prior 
to curtain, 90 mins. all other days.

Contact Ticket Services: 
Phone: 610-758-2787 ext. 0
Email: inzactix@lehigh.edu

All programs and artists are subject to change. In the event of a cancellation or material 
change, we will make every effort to contact all ticket holders. We must reserve 
the right to make any changes whatsoever in the event owing to any unforeseen or 
unavoidable cause or to cancel the event for any reason beyond our control without 
being liable to pay any ticket holder compensation for damages other than a ticket of 
comparable value to an event (based on availability).

Video recording or photography may occur for this performance that might include 
images of audience members. Your attendance at today’s performance grants 
permission for further usage 
of such images.

© 2023 Lehigh University



KEY: PRESENTING SERIES | MUSIC DEPARTMENT | DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE

2023 FALL SEASON AT A GLANCE
ZOELLNER ARTS CENTER

HELL’S KITCHEN FUNK ORCHESTRA SEP 9

LUVME Disruption and Hope SEP 23

SPHINX VIRTUOSI Generations SEP 29

THE PRINCETON SINGERS Inspirations OCT 1

THIS IS NOT THE PLAY OCT 4–7

THE BACON BROTHERS OCT 6

NEIL GAIMAN OCT 8

SAN DIEGO SYMPHONY OCT 12

STORYFACES + ARTRAGEOUS

FAMILY SERIES

FAMILY DAY

OCT 14

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHORAL ARTS Sacred and Profane OCT 21-22

MOMIX Alice OCT 28

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY JAZZ REPERTORY ORCHESTRA OCT 29

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY FACULTY STRING QUARTET Impression, Sunrise NOV 5

RAGS PARKLAND SINGS THE SONGS OF THE FUTURE NOV 10–17

THE RODNEY MARSALIS PHILADELPHIA BIG BRASS NOV 17

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY WIND ENSEMBLE Come Dance with Us NOV 19

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY PHILHARMONIC A Dance Across Life DEC 1-2

FANCY NANCY SPLENDIFEROUS CHRISTMAS 

FAMILY SERIES DEC 3

CHERISH THE LADIES A Celtic Christmas DEC 8

POSTMODERN JUKEBOX Life in the Past Lane DEC 9

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHORAL ARTS Christmas Vespers DEC 10

VIENNA BOYS CHOIR DEC 15

THE NUTCRACKER DEC 16-17
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