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NYC SKA ORCHESTRA is a 20-piece big band that creates 
and performs lush original compositions and arrangements 
of songs from the rich, historic, and culturally iconic 
Jamaican music styles of ska, mento, rock steady, reggae, 
and jazz of the 1950s, 60s and 70s. They blend the 
exuberant musical layers of the jazz big band era, soul and 
R&B with Jamaican roots music. Their sound is unique, 
accessible, joyous, hugely entertaining and danceable.

ABOUT

 
Larry McDonald is the 89 year-young 
“Musical Father” of the group and a 
celebrated Jamaican percussionist and 
vocalist (Bob Marley, Peter Tosh, Bunny 
Wailer, Lee Scratch Perry, The Skatalites, Gil-
Scott Heron, Toots & The Maytals, Taj Mahal, 
Mick Jagger.) 
 
Kevin Batchelor is the Orchestra’s founder 
and bandleader; with a storied career as an 
arranger, trumpeter, singer and educator 
(Sting, Shaggy, Steel Pulse, Skatalites, 
Marcus Miller, Jimmy Cliff, Maxwell, Rihanna, 
and Keith Richards.) 
 
 
Aida Brandies-Hargrove is an accomplished 
singer, arranger, musician, producer whose 
work spans jazz, soul, and R&B. The widow 
of legendary jazz trumpeter Roy Hargrove, 
Aida serves as President of the Roy 
Hargrove Legacy and Executive Director of 
the Roy Hargrove Big Band. 
 

 
 
 
 

BIOGRAPHIES



 
Larry McDonald is the 89 year-young 
“Musical Father” of the group and a 
celebrated Jamaican percussionist and 
vocalist (Bob Marley, Peter Tosh, Bunny 
Wailer, Lee Scratch Perry, The Skatalites, Gil-
Scott Heron, Toots & The Maytals, Taj Mahal, 
Mick Jagger.) 
 
Kevin Batchelor is the Orchestra’s founder 
and bandleader; with a storied career as an 
arranger, trumpeter, singer and educator 
(Sting, Shaggy, Steel Pulse, Skatalites, 
Marcus Miller, Jimmy Cliff, Maxwell, Rihanna, 
and Keith Richards.) 
 
 
Aida Brandies-Hargrove is an accomplished 
singer, arranger, musician, producer whose 
work spans jazz, soul, and R&B. The widow 
of legendary jazz trumpeter Roy Hargrove, 
Aida serves as President of the Roy 
Hargrove Legacy and Executive Director of 
the Roy Hargrove Big Band. 
 

 
 
 
 

Pallavi Gummalam is a professional vocalist 
and performer who has established herself 
as a versatile artist, performing in large-
scale big band settings as well as intimate 
jazz gigs, ska and reggae, a cappella and as 
a soprano. 
 
 
Karl Wright is a master Jamaican drummer 
with extensive recording and touring credits 
with Sting, Shaggy, Monty Alexander, 
Machel Montano and many others. 
 
 
 
 

 
NYC SKA ORCHESTRA also features a passionate team of 
top-notch professional musicians and arrangers including 
Paul Nowinski (Bass), Jonny Meyers (Guitar) Nick Balaban 
(keys), James K (trumpet), Josh Levinson (trumpet), Matt 
Ragsdale (trumpet), John Speck (trombone), J Walter 
Hawkes (trombone), Buford O’Sullivan (trombone), Dan 
Fusco (trombone), Greg Lapine (alto Saxophone), Matt 
Knoegle (alto saxophone), Tony Orbach (tenor saxophone/
flute), Nigel Iniss (tenor saxophone) and Paul Vercesi 
(Baritone saxophone/flute). 

Contact information and more can be found at 
www.nyc-ska-orchestra.com



Leadership Funding:
Victoria E. and Robert E. Zoellner '54 '15GP

Overture $25,000+
Capital Blue Cross  
Claire and Ted Diamond ’37 ’85H  
W. Beall Fowler ’59 ’85P ’89P ’16GP ’F/S  
Lehigh Valley Health Network  
Anne R. Kline ’81 and Geoffrey P. Pohanka

Bravo $20,000 - $24,999
Dexter F. & Dorothy H. Baker Foundation  
The Long Family Endowment for  
  Community Outreach in the Arts  
The Presser Foundation  
Viamedia*

Spotlight $15,000 - $19,999
Air Products Foundation
Barbara and Harvey L. York ’67 ’94P ’98P

Marquee $10,000 - $14,999
Astound*  
Buzzi Unicem  
Marc Falato ’87  
Andrea and Oldrich Foucek III ’72 ’05P ’09P  
Julie Knight - Janney Montgomery Scott LLC  
Lehigh Valley Community Foundation  
William Humphries  
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts  
PPL Electric Utilities

Ovation $7,500 - $9,999
Philip and Muriel Berman Center for Jewish Studies  
Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation  
Richard H. Johnson ’73G 

Producer $5,000 - $7,499
B. Braun  
Crayola  
Embassy Bank  
Marlene and Arnan Finkelstein ’58  
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation  
Hotel Bethlehem*  
Lehigh University Autism Services  
Enid M. and Michael J. Seiden ’63 ’64  
Marcie and Glenn M. Yarnis ’80

Maestro $2,500 - $4,999
Joanne ’76G and Curtis H. Barnette ’99H  
Robert Culver ’66 ’95P  
John L. Daniel ’60 ’61G ’89P ’19GP  
Dianne & Robert C. Gerlach ’70

Anne and Bob Teufel ’59  
WDIY*

Artist $1,000 - $2,499
Steven and Rosalie Aaronson  
Joan E. and Bobb Carson ’F/S  
John E. and Charlotte M. Collier  
Comfort Suites*  
Janet L. and Byron D. Cook ’74  
Mary T. and John Dodds  
Nora A. and Mohamed S. El-Aasser ’F/S  
Marsha and Tom Hersh ’72 ’77G  
Keystone Savings Foundation  
Dr. Julia E. Klees ’82  
Ichiko and Joseph W. Long ’88 & Family  
Lucille McCracken ’47W ’83P  
Michele A. McGrath ’96G  
Barbara Moll ’86P ’21GP  
Suzan R. and Martin H. Neidell ’68  
Quebec Government of New York  
Wendy L. ’83 ’84G ’08G and  
  David Thomson ’83 ’84G ’13P ’18P  
Sharon A. ’F/S and Roland K. Yoshida ’F/S

Fellow $500 - $999
Christine Cook ’F/S  
Jan and James P. Creedon ’83 ’91G  
Beverly and Thomas Eighmy ’23GP  
Verna Foster  
Cheryl ’94G and Frank Gunter ’F/S  
Lynne B. and Leon M. Harbold ’59 ’21GP  
Michael E. Krentz ’11P and  
Linda J. Lowe-Krentz F/S, ’11P  
Deborah Sacarakis ’F/S  
Linda and James P. Seifert ’96G  
Martin Q. Selzer ’83  
Roberta H. and  
  James B. Swenson ’59 ’15GP ’17GP ’F/S  
Larry A. Wehr ’70 ’70G  
Melody K. ’81G and Richard N. Weisman ’00P ’F/S

Patron $250 - $499
Terri A. ’77G and James A. Bartholomew 
Joseph Clarken 
Joan Cole ’95 
Benjamin I. Freed ’00 
Emilie C. ’81G and Pete Heesen 
Tanya and D. John McAusland ’88 ’26P 
Ann C. ’91G and 
  Vincent G. Munley ’74 ’02P ’04P ’05P ’F/S 
Vickie Powell  

FRIENDS OF

ZOELLNER
ARTS CENTER
L E H I G H  U N I V E R S I T Y

This list recognizes gifts received between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025. Gifts made after these dates will be 
updated in January and July on our digital recognition list found at zoellnerartscenter.org/support.

The Board of Trustees of Lehigh University gratefully acknowledges and recognizes the following alumni, friends, corporations 
and foundations for their generosity in supporting the annual campaign for the Friends of Zoellner Arts Center:



Friend $100 - $249
Janet L. ’76 & Joel C. Bacon ’75 ’76G  
Marcia Moll Barone ’86 ’93G ’21P ’F/S and  
  Christopher J. Barone ’86  
Pearl Anderson ’96G and Paul Bashus ’91G  
Anne Baum  
Kimberly & Philip Belyaev  
Heather A. ’07 and Nathan A. Bohler ’07  
Michael R. Carbonetta ’04  
Timothy A. Cullen ’07  
Valerie and Stephen P. DeWeerth ’F/S  
Elizabeth Diaz  
Phyllis T. Finger ’85G and Dr. H. Ellis Finger  
Dr LuAnn & Dr. Robert Fletcher  
Alicia Forward  
Edward P. Foster ’81G  
Margaret B. and Edward T. Gardiner ’18P  
William A. Glaser, Jr. ’84 ’89G  
Dennis Gruver  
James and Linda Henry  
Lisa and Carl F. Henzelman III ’82 ’F/S  
Glen and Karen Hill  
Deborah and Thomas Keller  
Jody King  
Wendy and Stephen Leshinskie  
Daniel Lopresti ’F/S and Debbie Wesselmann  
Sara B. Lupson ’06 ’07  
Marie and John R. Maly ’72  
Ann Maula ’20G  
Michael Merriman  
Lynda J. and Mark A. Miller ’81 ’13P  
Catherine and Ronald D. Mordosky  
Francis G. Mullane ’87G  
Terri Norris  
Thomas Page  
Todd Patterson ’F/S  
Marybeth and Thomas Pavlo  
John Pilitsis  
Asa L. Rubman ’04  
Jennifer Rupnik  
Mary Jean A. Russo ’88G ’93G ’F/S  
Pierre Samanni  
Dr. Dianne E. Schellenberg, PsyD. ’82  
Kelvin Sealey  
Janet M. Shahan  
Lynne and Mark Shampain
Sharon L. Sibley-Weis ’92 & Brian Weis 
Glenn and Mary Simmons
Matt David Snyder  
Virginia Stanglein  
John Stemler  
Bradley Superka ’F/S  
Karen and Alexander G. Tamerler ’67  
William Toth  
Sharon L. ’F/S and Brian Wiles-Young  
Debra and Andrew Winter  
Lee L. ’87 ’88 and Gregory T. Wolfe ’87  
Jill B. and David A. Yannarell ’83 ’93G  
Christine Hughes and Daniel A. Zarrilli ’97

Supporters <$99
Amy Acarlar

Marlene and Michael Actis-Grande III ’74 ’03P  
John Alexander  
Lisa C. ’04G ’F/S and Michael A. Arechiga  
Judith L. ’80G  ’87PG ’15GP and  
  J. Richard Aronson ’87PG ’15  
Rochelle Bala  
Isabel M. Barone ’21  
Nancy Barry  
Janet Bassett  
Joseph E. Bates ’F/S  
Laura M. D’Orsi ’87 ’27P and David F. Bauman ’27P  
Darla Becker Stephens  
Ms. Mandi Boone  
Daniel Brashler ’F/S  
Noel Brown  
Ms. Sandra Caffyn  
Linda G. Carraghan  
Cheryl A. and Michael A. Cherry  
John Claus  
Laura Collins  
Steven E. Crouch ’F/S  
Martin Curphey  
Hannah C. Cwienkala ’18  
Linda Dicker ’77G
Laura M. D’Orsi ’87 ’27P and David F. Bauman ’27P 
Sheila De Leon
Margaret Derhammer  
Megan Detwiler  
Marcus Dilliard  
Kimberly A. Drey ’23P ’25P ’F/S  
Jodi Eichler-Levine ’F/S  
Elizabeth M. ’74G and Richard C. Elterich ’72  
Maria Erazo  
Adam Ercolani ’F/S  
Sara Ercolani  
Yesim Erke-Magent ’97G and  
Michael A. Magent ’93G ’97G  
Susan Fagerstrom  
Lynn Farley ’14G ’F/S  
Jacquelyn R. ’04 ’F/S and James P. Febbo  
Ross H. Feldman ’07  
Jean Fennell  
Michael T. Fitzgerald ’23  
William J. Flannery, Jr. ’95  
LuAnn M. Fletcher ’83 ’85G and Robert P. Fletcher  
Velma Floyd  
Hailey Foster  
Christopher Frank  
Barrett E. Frankel ’02 ’03  
Ms. Diane French  
Marta B. Gabriel ’02G  
Brett J. Gagnon ’08G  
Ms. Christina Gaeta  
Mary A. and Thomas E. Gallagher ’68G  
Jamie Gerchman  
Lucy H. Montgomery ’90 and Thomas J. Glancey ’88  
Natasha Goffredo de Luna ’F/S  
Katherine Hackett  
Michele Hagy  
Maureen and William R. Hall ’75  
Mary Hanisch  
Krishna Hayes  
Debbie Hill  
Walter Hilton  
Randee and Lawrence A. Hilzer ’71 ’00P ’06P  
Chris Hoban  
John E. Idenden, Jr. ’69 ’70

Rena Segal  
Noel and Mark Wilson ’F/S  
John and Sandy Zengel



Emma Iezzoni  
Reginald A. Jennings ’70  
Cynthia J. ’F/S and Bob Kane
Carolyn Katwan Tyler R. Katz ’F/S
Michael Kawa  
Yaser Khalifa  
Kathleen and Alfred Konrad  
Deborah Andrus and Joshua Kovar ’F/S  
Gretchen A. ’69G and Michael R. Krasley ’71G ’90G  
Julie A. Kusick and Randall S. Reynard ’25P  
Laura G. Lawrence  
Joseph Lazar  
Richard LeComte  
Alice L. ’78 and Theodore V. Lenthe ’75 ’12P  
Darin J. Lewis ’F/S  
Ellen Lewis ’F/S  
Sean Lewis  
Elizabeth and David Lischner  
Geraldine Livengood  
Carol A. ’84G and Carlos Lopez ’79G  
John Loughman  
Victoria & Edwin Lozano  
Charles Luecke  
Sandra MaGill and Terrell McMann  
Kim and John J. Marren ’86  
MariCris and Lindsay McDowell  
Christine M. McNeill ’F/S  
Dr. Caroline Mcintosh & Dr. Paul Mcintosh  
Norman P. Melchert ’F/S  
Mary S. Mesaros ’92G  
Karie Ann Middleton  
Ruth Elizabeth B. Miller ’26P ’29P ’F/S and  
  Brian A. Miller  
Edwena Miller  
Elizabeth Young Miller  
Mary Jo Miserendino  
Lucy H. Montgomery ’90 and Thomas J. Glancey ’88  
Sheila Moyer  
Nancy Jo Mulry  
Joseph L. Murphy ’96G ’05P  
Andrea Odom  
Debra & James Orben  
Linda & John Ostapovich  
Debra A. Ott  
Donald Outing ’22P ’F/S  
Dimitra ’F/S and George Panagopoulos ’29P  
Mr. John Pfeiffer  
Gillian and Scott V. Pidcock  
Ruth H. ’79 and John Plucinski ’11P

Marina Rasina  
A. Mark Rentschler  
Izzy Rizera
George Roesser Ms. Pattiann Rohrbach
Beth and Joel C. Rosenfeld ’04G ’07P  
Henry Ruiz  
Jennifer L. Schau Wilkinson ’05 ’06 ’06G  
Catherine M. and Edward F. Schorn ’24P  
Seth A. Schran ’01  
Michael K. Scroggs ’F/S  
Sean Shappell ’F/S  
Chris Sheridan  
Nicholas Shuleski  
Laura Smarandescu ’F/S  
Kimberly Smith ’F/S  
Tiffany Smith
Janice S. Spirk ’79G ’25P 
Kelly B. ’F/S and Andrew L. Stazi
Jerrilynne Stewart ’F/S  
Eugene Stokes  
David Torrey  
Kathleen Truskowski  
Barbara A. Turanchik ’75 ’F/S  
Raymond Ulmer II  
Maki Uragami  
Kristen and Nathaniel N. Urban ’F/S  
Jane & Gerry Uva  
Kathleen and William F. Van Loan III ’82  
Maureen Valente  
Beatrice Vassil  
Susan A. ’F/S and Anthony C. Verbalis, Jr. ’67  
Susan Vitez  
Sydney E. Weaver ’25  
Judith O. Pennington and Steven H. Weintraub ’F/S  
Rosemarie Wertman  
Vassie C. Ware ’F/S and William J. Taylor  
Susanna Williams  
Gretchen M. Vasquez ’F/S  
Craig Wurst  
Karen & Edwin E. Yeakel ’79G

Advisory Council 
Anne Baum 
Marc Falato ’87  
Oldrich Foucek III ’72 ’05P ’09P, chair 
Ellen Baker Ghelardi  
Michele McGrath  
Maddie H Scheler ’08 ’09G

*Trade partner

           ENDOWMENTS:
Anne R. Kline ’81 Endowed Fund for Creatively Integrated Programming  

Marc A. Falato ’87 Presenting Series Endowment Fund  
The Long Family Endowment for Community Outreach in the Arts  

Claire and Ted Diamond ’37 ’85H Endowment  
Zoellner Arts Center Opportunity Fund  

Lancaster Fund  
The Arnan ’58 & Marlene Finkelstein Endowment Fund  

Zoellner Arts Center Endowment  
Zoellner Advisory Council Director’s Endowment  

Klees Family Instrumental Ensemble Endowed Fund

List complete as of June 30, 2025 ∙ Report errors or omissions to inzactix@lehigh.edu or (610) 758-2787, x0



TICKETS ON SALE JUNE 18

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER AND 
SAVE UP TO 20%

GRAHAM 
NASH

LEANN 
RIMES

2026 - 2027 SEASON



BECOME A SUBSCRIBER AND 
SAVE UP TO 20%

MARC 
MARTEL

DAVID 
SEDARIS

TICKETS ON SALE JUNE 18
2026 - 2027 SEASON


