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LUVME  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  JAN 31

YAMATO: THE DRUMMERS OF JAPAN  ���������������������������������������������������������� FEB 1

JAZZ FACULTY  ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  FEB 2

KING’S RETURN  �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  FEB 7

ONE VISION OF QUEEN FEATURING MARC MARTEL  �������������������������������  FEB 8

FIRST BIANNUAL SALERNI ART SONG RECITAL  ���������������������������������������  FEB 9

PHILHARMONIC  ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� FEB 14, 15

THE PRINCETON SINGERS  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������  FEB 16

PROOF  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� FEB 21–MAR 1

THE ALUMINUM SHOW  FAMILY SERIES  �������������������������������������  FEB 22

BELLA GAIA  ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  FEB 28

JAZZ REPERTORY ORCHESTRA  ������������������������������������������������������������������� MAR 1

EUGENE ALBULESCU  ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  MAR 2

ACADEMY OF ST MARTIN IN THE FIELDS  �������������������������������������������������  MAR 7

NEW YORK JAZZ REPERTORY ORCHESTRA  ��������������������������������������������  MAR 8

CHOIR, DOLCE AND GLEE CLUB  ������������������������������������������������������MAR 21, 22

GOODNIGHT MOON & THE RUNAWAY BUNNY  FAMILY SERIES    MAR 23

EARL�  FREE  ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� MAR 27

PASCUALA ILABACA Y FAUNA ������������������������������������������������������������������ MAR 28

THE SOUND OF (BLACK) MUSIC  ��������������������������������������������������������������� MAR 29

MICHAEL JORGENSEN, VIOLIN AND STEVE BECK, PIANO  ����������������������� MAR 30

CALPULLI MEXICAN DANCE COMPANY  ����������������������������������������������������  APR 4

R�E�S�P�E�C�T�  ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  APR 6

PHARAOH’S DAUGHTER  ������������������������������������������������������������������������������ APR 10

AMERICAN BRASS QUINTET  ������������������������������������������������������������������������ APR 11

THE BOOKSTORE  �����������������������������������������������������������������������������  APR 11–19

SYMPHONIC BAND  FREE  ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  APR 13

PHILHARMONIC  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� APR 25, 26

WIND ENSEMBLE  �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  APR 27

CHORAL ARTS  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  MAY 2, 3

STUDENT JAZZ CONCERT  ����������������������������������������������������������������������������  MAY 4

THE PAPER ESCAPER   FAMILY SERIES  ��������������������������������������� MAY 11

THE DOO WOP PROJECT  ���������������������������������������������������������������������������� MAY 17

ZOELLNER ARTS CENTER

610-758-2787 x0 | inzactix@lehigh�eduzoellnerartscenter.org

S P R I N G  2 0 2 5  S E A S O N

KEY: PRESENTING SERIES | MUSIC DEPT | DEPT OF THEATRE
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Capital Blue Cross is an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.

More fairytale.
Less frog.
With Capital Blue Cross Medicare options, you can expect more of what you  
want and less of what you don’t. More coverage, more benefits, more 
opportunities for healthy living — but with less hassle, and prescription drug 
coverage and monthly premiums as low as $0.

Get your FREE information kit by 
calling 888.989.9015 (TTY: 711) 
8:00 AM to 6:00 PM, Monday–
Friday with extended hours 
Oct. 1–Dec. 7, or by visiting 
CapitalBlueMedicare.com.

Y0016_23MED927a_C
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FULL SERVICE MARKETING MANAGEMENT + PRINTING PARTNER

PRINT SMARTER.

GIVE US A CALL AT

215.513.1600

www.alcomprinting.com

We have all the best solutions for your  
company’s printing and marketing needs.

DIGITAL PRINT

SHEETFED

NON-HEATSET WEB

WIDE FORMAT

ONLINE ORDERING

PROMO PRODUCTS

GRAPHIC DESIGN

DIRECT MAIL

WAREHOUSING 

DISTRIBUTION
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The Story of Our Nutcracker Production
Performances of The Nutcracker have grown in a great American and Lehigh Valley tradition.  

The Lehigh Valley’s Nutcracker tradition began fifty-six years ago in 1968.  It was sponsored by 
The Junior League of the Lehigh Valley and was initially performed at the Allentown Symphony 
Hall, under the direction of Alexi Ramov.  Through the generous grant contribution from The Junior 
League of the Lehigh Valley, and countless volunteer hours, the Ballet Guild’s Nutcracker began.

	 While the Ballet Guild has undergone numerous changes throughout its own sixty-six-
year history, one constant in the organization’s seasonal calendar has been our annual Nutcracker 
production. Countless Lehigh Valley children and adults have performed in The Nutcracker 
production under the direction of Alexi Ramov, Oleg Briansky and Mireille Briane, Aram Manukyan 
and current Artistic Director, Karen Kroninger Knerr.  In addition, several Ballet Guild students have 
returned as professional guest artists to appear in this annual holiday treat.  These alumni include 
Peter Degnan and Susan Taylor Degnan of the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre; Richard Fritz of the Los 
Angeles Ballet Company; Leslie Jonas of the Boston Ballet; Karen Kroninger, then of the Juilliard 
School; and Joseph Fritz of the New Jersey Ballet/Metropolitan Opera Ballet. The Ballet Guild 
has also brought the magic of The Nutcracker to over 100,000 local school students as part of our 
popular school performances.

	 Because of the initial contribution of The Junior League of the Lehigh Valley, countless 
volunteers, the Ballet Guild’s Board of Directors, the hard work and dedication of our previous and 
current artistic directors and dancers, the generous support of our sponsors and donors and the greater 
Lehigh Valley community, the Ballet Guild is proud to present its fifty-sixth consecutive Nutcracker 
production.  Thank you for experiencing the magic and precision that we call The Nutcracker.  Enjoy 
the show.
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The Story of The Nutcracker
It is Christmas Eve. There is a party in the home of Dr. and Mrs. Stahlbaum, who are decorating 

the tree with the help of the maids. Clara and Fritz, the children of the house, exclaim with delight 
as they peep through the keyhole. Relatives and friends arrive for the evening’s festivities. Once 
everyone has settled in, Dr. Stahlbaum organizes games and dances.  After the presents have been 
distributed, there is an ominous occurrence: When the clock chimes, a frightening old owl flaps its 
wings and lights flicker eerily. The startled children run to their parents, and Herr Drosselmeyer 
appears at the door. He is a family friend, but nonetheless mysterious, with a patch covering one 
of his eyes! He has brought his handsome nephew Karl with him, and two boxes, which produce a 
Mechanical Doll and a Soldier Doll. In addition, there is a Nutcracker for Clara, which he presents to 
her after he demonstrates how it works. When her brother Fritz mischievously snatches it away and 
stomps on it, Herr Drosselmeyer repairs the broken Nutcracker’s head by tying it in a handkerchief.  
Soon, all the girls are rocking their dolls to sleep.

The boys harass them by noisily tooting their trumpets and bugles. Herr Drosselmeyer’s nephew 
brings Clara a toy bed so that she can tuck in the Nutcracker for the night, and shortly it is time for 
everyone to go to bed. Once all the guests have gone, Clara retrieves the Nutcracker, and cradling 
it in her arms, falls asleep on the sofa, where her mother covers her and lets her sleep. Suddenly, at 
midnight, Clara is awakened by the chiming of the clock and is terrified to see Herr Drosselmeyer 
on the Grandfather clock flapping his cape. She jumps up and begins to run but encounters mice 
scurrying in every direction. In the midst of her dream, the Christmas tree begins to grow! Herr 
Drosselmeyer appears again, and from the folds of his cape emerges a life-sized Nutcracker.  
Magically, toy soldiers appear. The Nutcracker marshals them into battle against the mice and their 
King. At the height of the battle, Clara throws her slipper at the Mouse King, striking and stunning 
him, and the Nutcracker runs him through with his sword!  

Both Clara and the Nutcracker are whisked away by Herr Drosselmeyer; magically they are 
transported to The Land of Snow under the spell of the Snow Queen and her Cavalier. In The 
Kingdom of Sweets, the Sugar Plum Fairy makes a regal entry attended by Angels, followed by an 
array of confectioners. When Clara and Herr Drosselmeyer’s nephew—transformed into a Prince—
arrive, they are greeted by the Cooks, who invite them to taste some sweets. The Prince and Clara 
are seated on the throne and view the sumptuous offerings of the Sugar Plum Fairy’s Kingdom, 
including Chocolate from Spain, Coffee from Arabia, Tea from China, Candy Canes, and Marzipan 
treats. Mother Ginger and her little Polichinelles arrive, as well as Waltzing Flowers and a Dew 
Drop, and there is a beautiful pas de deux by the Sugar Plum Fairy and her Cavalier. At the end of 
the Finale, everyone bids farewell to Clara and the Prince, as a sleigh carries them off—to where and 
what we shall never know. Yet, this is the magic and the beauty of The Nutcracker.
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Marjorie Berlin Fink, Founder –1958

Karen Knerr, Artistic Director
Darin Lewis, Music Director

Guest Artists

Beckanne Sisk & Chase O’Connell

Stephaen Hood, Tevin Johnson

Saturday, December 14, 2024 – 12:00 & 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 15, 2024 – 12:00 & 4:00 p.m.

Baker Hall, Zoellner Arts Center - 420 E. Packer Avenue, Bethlehem, PA 18015

 
Music................................................................................................................................................................................... P. I. Tchaikovsky
Based on a Story by............................................................................................................................................................. E. T. A. Hoffman
Choreography & Staging ............................................................................................................................................................Karen Knerr
Costumes by................................................................................................... Kristin Dundon, with Margaret Anderson, Olga Dvorovenko,
	 Joanna Hoke, Drew Howard, Fritz Masten, Ruth McCormack, Erin Miller-Todd
Lighting Design..........................................................................................................................................................................  Justin Burns
Executive Director, Zoellner Arts Center...................................................................................................................................Mark Wilson
Production & Stage Manager........................................................................................................................................... R. Elizabeth Miller
Ballet Mistress............................................................................................................................................................................ Emelia Belet
Wardrobe Mistress..................................................................................................................................................................Kristin Dundon
Sets.......................................................................................................................................................J. Richard Fox, Grosh Scenic Studios
Act I Living Room Design..........................................................................................................................................................Carl Sprague
Act I Living Room Scenic Art Services ......................................................................................................................... Michael Hagen, Inc.
Christmas Tree.......................................................................................................................................................................Scott Mathiesen
Technical Director & Deck Manager.....................................................................................................................................Scott Mathiesen
Photography............................................................................................................................................................................ Eduardo Patino
Videographer............................................................................................................................................................................. Video Theater
 
 
 

Unauthorized filming, videotaping, or photographing of the performances is strictly prohibited. 
Please turn off all cell phones and pagers prior to the start of the performance. All casting is subject to change.
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Act  Act  II
Scene  Scene  II  “The Christmas Party”  “The Christmas Party”

Clara...................................Juliana Conklin (Sun.); Lorelei Zanelli (Sat.)
Fritz....................................Nolan Nuhfer
Maids.................................Ana Becker, Sophia Belet, Caitlin Bunn, Hope St. Amour
Dr. and Mrs. Stahlbaum.....Mike Grigoruk and Joyce Pencek Yoder
Herr Drosselmeyer.............Kristopher Yoder
Karl, his nephew................Aidan Lazo
Party Guests.......................�Andy Alulis, Karen Amate, Trevor Colahan, Oxana Dubrovskaya, Dave 

Ebert, Sara Massa, Erin Vavra, Phillip Wallens
Children..............................�Girls: Bailey Backman, Natalie Chamberlin, Phoenix DeGiovine, 

Jordyn Heaton, Jada Lewis, Emeline Nebzydoski, Cozette Strouse, 
Emilia Winmill 
Boys: Patrick Colahan, Rufus Desir, Graham Fleming, Gabriel Goeser, 
Blake Jaindl, Caelin Miller-Ingle, Arlo Sanders, Conan Vail, William 
Vail, Vison Zhao 
Cousins: Elle Olaso, Calista Rego

Columbine..........................Lucia Nowak (Sun.); Kayla Stahlnecker (Sat.)
Harlequin............................Tevin Johnson
Soldier Doll........................�Marley Gidusko (Sat.); EllaMary Groller (Sun.)

Scene  Scene  I II I  “The Battle”  “The Battle”
Toy Soldiers.......................�Lillian Brew, Ella Carroll, Zoe Kemmerer, Graciela Manzanares, Hannah 

Morrison, Faye Murtha, Ellamae Nebzydoski, Lydia Sams
Mouse King........................Andy Alulis
Mice...................................�Lucy Fletcher-Horst, Rebecca Guthrie, Brooklyn Long, Harper Longo, 

Liliana Matarazzo, Angela Pradid, Milania Turner, Anna Winkler
The Nutcracker...................Aidan Lazo
The Prince..........................Aidan Lazo

Scene  Scene  I I II I I  “The Land of Snow”  “The Land of Snow”
Snow Queen.......................Linnea Crouch (Sat. 4, Sun. 12); Finola Hieter (Sat. 12, Sun. 4)
Cavalier..............................Stephaen Hood
Snowflakes.........................�Ava Baraket, Linnea Crouch (Sat. 12, Sun. 4), Yuula Estler, Marley 

Gidusko, EllaMary Groller, Finola Hieter (Sat. 4, Sun. 12), Eva Hinkle, 
Isabella Massa, Lucia Nowak, Francesca Reto, Kayla Stahlnecker, Isabel 
Stana, Ainsley Wright 
Understudies: Sophia Belet, Isabella Cameron, Jillian Maruscak, Hope 
St. Amour, Gianna Soares
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~~  IntermissionIntermission~~
Act  Act  I II I  “The Kingdom of Sweets”  “The Kingdom of Sweets”

Angels................................ �Everly Beck, Reese Beck, Kenna Colahan, Violet Fleming, Eve Kieber-
Emmons, Peyton Konopka, Elsie Livesey, Layla Miller, Catia Rego, Soleil 
Vail, Everly Ward, Elin Wespestad

Head Cook......................... Jordyn Heaton
Cooks................................. �Sophia Belet, Anastasia Cameron, Isabella Cameron, Johana Conklin, 

Phoenix DeGiovine, Jillian Maruscak, Lydia Sams, Hope St. Amour, Gianna 
Soares, Anna Winkler, Olivia Winmill, Ainsley Wright

Chocolate from Spain........ �Andy Alulis, David Shively-Ertas with 
Ava Baraket and Isabel Stana (Sat. 12, Sun. 4) 
Marley Gidusko and Francesca Reto (Sat. 4, Sun. 12)

Coffee from Arabia............ �Stephaen Hood, with Eva Hinkle 
Attendants…..Lucia Nowak, Kayla Stahlnecker

Tea from China.................. �Sophia Belet, Anastasia Cameron, Isabella Cameron, Jillian Maruscak (Sat. 
12, Sun. 4), Hope St. Amour, Gianna Soares, Ainsley Wright (Sat. 4, Sun. 12) 
Dragon……..Rufus Desir, Graham Fleming, Nolan Nuhfer

Candy Cane Lead............... �Tevin Johnson, with 
�Candy Canes.……..Caitlin Bunn, Kathryn Carolan, Natalie Chamberlin, 
Juliana Conklin (Sat.), Emeline Nebzydoski, Lyndsey Rush, Emilia Winmill, 
Olivia Winmill, Lorelei Zanelli (Sun.)

Marzipan Leads.................. Yuula Estler (Sat. 12, Sun. 4); Isabel Stana (Sat. 4, Sun. 12)
Marzipan............................ �Linnea Crouch, Yuula Estler (Sat. 4, Sun. 12), Marley Gidusko (Sat. 12, 

Sun. 4), Finola Hieter, Isabella Massa (Sat. 4, Sun. 12), Francesca Reto (Sat. 
12, Sun. 4), Isabel Stana (Sat. 12, Sun. 4)

Mother Ginger.................... �Dave Ebert 
�Little Polichinelles.…Everly Beck, Reese Beck, Hailey Konopka, Sarah 
Morrison, Vison Zhao 
Polichinelles…… Johana Conklin, Caterina Del Priore, Sarah Garrett, 
Hannah Morrison, Faye Murtha, Angela Pradid, Persephone Shimmel, 
Olivia Winmill

Dew Drop........................... Ava Baraket (Sat. 4, Sun. 12); Isabella Massa (Sat. 12, Sun. 4)
Waltz of the Flowers.......... �Ava Baraket (Sat. 12, Sun. 4), Linnea Crouch, Yuula Estler, Marley Gidusko, 

EllaMary Groller, Finola Hieter, Eva Hinkle, Jillian Maruscak (Sat. 4, Sun. 
12), Isabella Massa (Sat. 4, Sun. 12), Lucia Nowak, Francesca Reto,  
Isabel Stana, Ainsley Wright (Sat. 12, Sun. 4) 
Understudies: Sophia Belet, Isabella Cameron, Hope St. Amour,  
Gianna Soares

Sugar Plum Fairy and 
Her Cavalier....................... Beckanne Sisk  and Chase O’Connell
FINALE............................ ALL
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“Be A Partner”
Sponsors and Donors of

 Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley & Pennsylvania Youth Ballet
The Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges and recognizes the following individuals, corporations, 

foundations, and organizations who have donated to support the outstanding education, performances, and 
outreach by the Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley and Pennsylvania Youth Ballet.

2024 Corporate and Foundation Support
Avalon Insurance Company 

Capital Blue Cross
City of Bethlehem Community Recovery Fund

Cohen Feeley Altemose & Rambo PC
County of Northampton (PA), Department of Community & 

Economic Development*
Crayola 

Julius and Katheryn Hommer Foundation 
Keystone Savings Foundation

Linden Foundation 
Martin D. Cohen Family Foundation

PA Council on the Arts**
PPL Electric Utilities 

Sylvia Perkin Perpetual Charitable Trust 
Verna O. Canova Foundation 

Etoile (Star)
$5,000 and above

Anonymous
Cohen, Feeley, Altemose & Rambo

Prima Ballerina (Leading Female)
$2,500 - $4,999

Altemose Family Foundation
Mark and Jennifer Altemose 

Sean and Lori George 
The Family of Andrew Krempasky

Dr. John and Christina Westafer
Sanofi Pasteur

Premier Danseur (Leading Male)
$1,000 - $2,499

Richard and Constance Altemose
Anonymous

Gross McGinley LLP
Mark and Deborah Leiberman

Bruce and Judith Palmer
Barry Pell 

Stephen and Meredith Prange
Kim Shively 

Scheila and Charles Vail 
Keith and Jill Weinhold

Soloiste (Soloist)
$500 - $999

American Hairlines Salon & Spa
Anonymous

Bank of America Charitable Foundation
BMS Foundation 

Broadcom 
Trevor Colahan 

Elizabeth Dimopoulos 
Harry and Carol Dimopoulos, in memory of Paul Mackerer

Kelly Dougherty
Kathryn Dyer

Robin Flemming and Vaughn Gower
Oldrich Foucek, III Esq.

Joan L. Glover, in memory of Mr. Andy 
Good Shepherd Physical Therapy and Performing Arts  

Rehabilitation
The Heart Care Group, P.C.

Michelle Matyasovsky 
Suzanne McKenna and James Kuter 

Popmart
Julian and Tjasa Ritchey

*The Nutcracker is being funded in part with funding from the Hotel Tax Grant Program through the  
County of Northampton Department of Community & Economic Development. 

**Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley receives state arts funding support through a grant from the  
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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Soloiste (Soloist)
$500 - $999

Nick and Kim Rompilla
Melissa Smith

Richard and Michelle Stringer
Linda Turrisi

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
Joyce and Kris Yoder 

Corps de Ballet (Chorus Member)
$250 - $499
BB&T Bank

Andrew Brahm
Charities Air Foundation of America

John Cleveland
IQor Community Outreach Bethlehem

Joan Lardner Paul, in memory of Barbara Janofsky 
Ruth and Charles Marcon

Joan and Ross Marcus
Victor Willems and Barbara Pearson

Lewis and Christy Ronca
Ed Sinko

James and Cynthia Sweeney

Apprentice (Apprentice)
$100 - $249
Anonymous

Melissa Barbehenn
Orel & Lucien Bautista
The Blomfield Family 

Boston Consulting Group
Rebecca Brosky

Kyle and Judith Campbell
Elizabeth and George Evanick

Joann and Richard Fritz 
Givinga

Giving Foundation
Rachel and Joshua Hart 

Drew B. Howard
Barbara and Arnold Janofsky
Stephanie and Peter Koenig

Lawrence and Denise Korpics
Drs. Robert and Michele Laski

Whitney Laubach
Cyle and Casandra Magliane 

Al and Shirlee Neumeyer
Jacqueline O’Connell

Olympus Corporation of the Americas
Rod and Emily Quiros

Cindy Rosenfeld and Josh Kershenbaum
Daria Rosso

John B. St. Clair
Marie Schneck 

Nona & Christopher Schrum
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Siegel
Cynthia Kelchner Sinclair

Sally Slifer
Kerri Smith

Jason and Casey Styons
Arnold and Barbara Traupman

Keith and Jill Weinhold

Balletomane (Ballet Enthusiast)
$25 - $99

Charles & Ebony Adams
Marguerite Anderson 

Anonymous
Arrow Primary Care
Avago Technologies

James and Carrie Ballek
The Ballek Family Trust

Marie C. Boltz
William D. Broun and Annmarie Drury

Tricia Cabrey
Martha Chapman 

Grace Conti
Pepperrell M. Crofoot 

Stuart and Tracy DeJonge
The Desch Family

Kristin Dundon 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Feinblatt, in memory of Barbara Janofsky 

The Finkbeiner Family
Bettye Gilliam

Jeffrey and Mary Kay Grim
John R. Howard

Sean Heiter and Sarah Brenner
Simone L. Kothare

Karen Laubach
Martin Landau

Grace Lee
Loew & Patel Orthodontics

Sharon McCormick 
Joanne M. McKeown and Thomas Corley

Blythe Moehrle
Kathleen Pellegrin

QNB Bank 
Michael and Bella Skweir

Leah Stinchcomb
Maureen Sullivan-Drury
Craig and Traci Swanson

Dorina and Dominic Torzone
Anne and Alexander Traub

Kent and Julie Weaver
Barbara Weisberger

Stephen and Silagh White
Lois Wolf, in memory of Barbara Janofsky

Julie Zumas

Business Support
Alcom Printing

Buckno Lisicky & Company
Comfort Suites

Downtown Bethlehem Association
Historic Hotel Bethlehem

Exxon Mobil
Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce

Hub Willson Photography
Merck

Phoebe Floral Shop
Sun Inn Preservation Association

Sanofi Pasteur
The Morning Call

Video Theater
Working Dog Press
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Artistic Director
Karen Kroninger Knerr, Artistic Director since 2007, holds a BFA in Dance from the Juilliard 
School where she trained in Graham, Taylor, and Limon techniques.  She was a principal dancer 
with the Albany Berkshire Ballet, where she performed lead roles in Cinderella and Coppélia, 
as well as performing Girl At Mirror for the opening of the Norman Rockwell Museum in 
Stockbridge, MA. In addition, Karen was a member of the Ellen Sinopoli Dance Company. 
She has worked with and performed works by Dennis Nahat, Laura Dean, Frances Patrelli 
and Bill T. Jones. Karen holds an Intermediate Certification in Labanotation and is an ABT 
Certified Teacher, having completed intensive training in the American Ballet Theatre National 

Training Curriculum, a high-quality artistic training that is combined with the basics of dancer health and child 
development.  She has developed the outreach program, “Discover Dance”, for the Ballet Guild of the Lehigh 
Valley. Karen teaches students from beginner level to advanced level for BGLV and has choreographed various 
works including Youth programs for the Allentown Symphony. In August 2019, Karen received her Certification 
in Progressing Ballet Technique.

Artistic Director Emerita
Mireille Briane entered the Paris Opera Ballet School at age seven, and studied there 
until her graduation. At the Opera Ballet school, she studied with some of the great 
teachers and artists of the day, but also found time to major in French literature. By 
the time she was eight, Mireille was performing regularly on stage, and by age sixteen 
she had become a Principal Dancer at the Grand Theatre of Bordeaux, France. Later, 
while appearing with Roland Petit‘s ballet company, she met and married dancer Oleg 

Briansky. The artistic team became world-renowned as ballet teachers and coaches. Mireille Briane also directed 
children’s ballets for television in France and Britain and taught for George Balanchine’s School of American 
Ballet, the Alvin Ailey American Dance Center, and many other prestigious dance organizations. Her version of 
The Nutcracker has been performed in the USA and abroad. From 1995 to 2006, the Brianskys served as artistic 
and educational directors of the Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley and Pennsylvania Youth Ballet. They were 
the founders and directors of the Briansky Saratoga Ballet Center summer ballet intensive at Skidmore College, 
Saratoga Springs, New York, which was in operation for 43 years.

Music Director
Darin Lewis began his musical studies at the age of seven. He attended Northwestern University, 
and continued his studies with Daniel Pollack at the University of Southern California, where he 
graduated cum laude. Upon his graduation, he was awarded a Rotary Scholarship, allowing him 
to do post-graduate work at the Royal Northern College of Music in England. While in England, 
Mr. Lewis made his orchestral debut playing Mozart. He returned to the United States, and 
began work on his Master’s degree in Piano Performance at Yale University. At Yale, with the 
encouragement and guidance of Ezra Laderman and Joan Panetti, Mr. Lewis began to further 
explore his abilities as a composer. In 1990, Mr. Lewis conducted performances of his Requiem 

at Yale and in California. In 1991, after graduating from Yale, Mr. Lewis received a Teaching Fellowship at the 
City College of New York, where he began working on a Master’s degree in composition with the Pulitzer Prize-
winning composer David Del Tredici. Upon his graduation, Mr. Lewis joined the music faculty of the Horace 
Mann School. During his tenure at Horace Mann, he composed numerous works for the Orchestra, Concert 
Band, Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble, and Choral groups. Mr. Lewis completed his Doctorate in 
Music Education at Boston University in 2016. He is an active composer with works being performed throughout 
the United States having been performed by St. Olaf, Sons Florida’s Singing Sons, and the Boston Pops and at 
venues such as Alice Tully Hall, Southwark Cathedral, Alliance Française, and Carnegie Hall.

. 
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Guest Artists

Beckanne Sisk (Sugar Plum Fairy) began her ballet training with Longview Ballet Theater 
at the age of five. She studied there until age thirteen when she moved to Philadelphia, PA to 
attend The Rock School for Dance Education on scholarship. She was a part of the Rock’s 
RAPA program for four years. While there, Sisk won the Jerome Robbins award in 2007, and 
competed at the Youth America Grand Prix from 2007-2010, placing in 1st and 3rd. Adam 
Sklute invited her to join Ballet West II in 2010, at age seventeen, after seeing her compete at 
YAGP. After one year in Ballet West II, she joined the main company as a New Artist in 2011 
and then to Principal in 2015.  She joined Houston Ballet as Principal Dancer in August 2022. 

She has performed the female principal roles in Anna Marie Holmes’ Don Quixote, John Cranko’s Romeo and 
Juliet, and Onegin, as well as Adam Sklute’s adaptations of Giselle, The Sleeping Beauty, and Swan Lake. Sisk 
has been noticed by The Washington Post in William Christensen’s The Nutcracker, “one of the most charming 
and beguiling ballerinas to embody the role in recent memory. She was every bit the fairy-tale queen of one’s 
dreams – regal but warm, expressive but subtly so, who sustained her balances as if mere air held her up, and yet 
paradoxically, her dominant quality was softness.” Also, her performance in Cranko’s Onegin was recognized 
by Pointe Magazine as one of the Standout Performances of 2019.

Original principal roles have been created on her by many renowned contemporary choreographers such as 
Nicolo Fonte, Val Caniparoli, Edwaard Liang and Matthew Neenan. She has since become an international 
guest star. 

In addition to her dancing, Sisk was featured on the CW’s Breaking Pointe television show for two seasons and 
has appeared in Mexico Vogue. She also won the Bronze Medal in the Beijing International Ballet Competition 
in June 2012 and was chosen for the 2012 Princess Grace Dance Fellowship Award.

Chase O’Connell (Sugar Plum Cavalier) was born in Fredericksburg, Virginia and started 
taking dance classes at the age of 2. At age 13, he received a scholarship to train at the Kirov 
Academy of Ballet in Washington, D.C. He studied under Vladimir Djoulouhadze and Anatoli 
Kucheruk from 2007 to 2009. In 2009 he received a scholarship to train at the Royal Ballet 
School in London, England. There, he studied under Meelis Pakri and David Peden. While at 
school he had the privilege to perform with English National Ballet in their 2010 Nutcracker.

After studying at the Royal Ballet School for 2 years, O’Connell joined the world-renowned 
Paris Opera Ballet to perform in their 2011 production of Rudolf Nureyev. In 2012 he began 

his contract with Ballet West II. He was promoted into the main company in 2013, then promoted to Principal 
in 2016.  He joined Houston Ballet as Principal Dancer in August 2022.

While at Ballet West he has performed principal roles in ballets by John Cranko, Frederick Ashton, George 
Balanchine, Jiří Kylián, Jerome Robbins, Nicolo Fonte, Stanton Welch AM, and Adam Sklute. He also had 
contemporary principal roles created on him by Nicolo Fonte, Edwaard Liang, Africa Guzman, and Val 
Caniparoli.

O’Connell has danced in galas internationally and his performance in Onegin was one of Pointe Magazine’s top 
performances in 2019.

“He is a dynamic dancer, the consummate prince, and a caring partner to his ballerinas,” said Ballet West 
Artistic Director Adam Sklute.
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Stephaen Hood (Snow King, Arabian), a native of Baltimore, began his formal classical 
training with the Mid-Atlantic Youth Ballet. He later went on to study at the Rock School for 
Dance Education as a full scholarship recipient. In 2013, he graduated from the University of 
the Arts receiving a B.F.A. in Classical Ballet. Upon graduation, he performed and studied 
under Christopher Fleming with Ballet-Fleming. Stephaen was a member of Ohio’s Verb 
Contemporary Ballets for three seasons. He performed works by Anthony Kruztcamp, Heinz 
Poll, Diane McIntyre, William Forsythe and trained under Cuban National Ballet Director 
Laura Alonso. He has been a guest artist for the Poetic Expression Dance Company, Carbon 
Dance Theater and the Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley. He has performed lead roles in 

ballets such as Coppélia, La Bayadere, The Nutcracker, Spartacus, & Spring Waters to name a few. Stephaen 
has also performed as a soloist for the Ballet Theatre of Maryland for two seasons. Stephaen is currently a 
freelance artist while working full time as a dance teacher for Anne Arundel County Public Schools. 

Tevin Johnson (Harlequin, Candy Cane), a Syracuse, New York native, began his dance 
training at the age of 15. Johnson attended the Alvin Ailey’s Professional Division Summer 
Dance Intensive on a scholarship in 2013, where he worked with Christian Von Howard, Freddy 
Moore and Pedro Ruiz Jr. He received a BFA in Dance from Montclair State University, where 
he was featured in works such as Running Spirits and Wild and Free (Draft5) by Fredrick 
Earl Mosley, Larry Keigwin, Christian Von Howard, Stacey Tookey, and Camille A. Brown. 
He soon joined Roxey Contemporary Ballet Company in New Jersey for two seasons and 
worked alongside the company’s outreach programs. In 2020, Tevin was added to the faculty 
of the City College of Manhattan’s theater department. He also taught at various studios in 

New Jersey.  Some of his many awards and honors include the Jenni-Lynn Watson Scholarship, Cento Amici 
Scholarship, and the 2014 National NAACP ACT-SO Gold Medal for Dance. Tevin was also featured in various 
publications, such as Young Artist on Extraordinary People and Places in Central New York with Carrie Lazarus, 
and in the 2016 calendar of Dancers Among Us by photographer Jordan Matter.

Adult Cast

Karen Amate (Party Guest), retired math and physics teacher at Lehigh Career & Technical Institute, has 
danced since age three and was a soloist at Ballet Theatre of Scranton, where she studied with Constance 
Reynolds. She taught ballet for 20 years in Hillsborough, NJ.  Karen's many interests include adult ballet classes 
at BGLV, performing in The Nutcracker, playing handbells, performing liturgical dance, and helping prepare 
Polish foods and other goodies for her church's fundraisers.  She is the mother of two sons, Daniel and Jeffrey, 
both Eagle Scouts.  She enjoys spending time with her grandchildren Rosie, Ben, Campbell, and Jill.

Trevor Colahan (Party Guest) was born and raised in the Lehigh Valley. He is a lifelong performer having had 
his first ballet classes in his youth followed by years of theatre, music, and other dance styles. Trevor shares his 
passion for the arts with his wife, Diana, whom he met when cast as boyfriend and girlfriend in their high school 
musical, The Music Man. They both returned to ballet as adults at the Ballet Guild and continue to share their 
love of dance with their sons Patrick and Owen. When not performing, Trevor can be found on the Hurling pitch 
with the Allentown Hibernians or at his day job as a Senior Capital Project Manager for Bristol Myers Squibb.

Oxana Dubrovskaya (Party Guest) arrived in the United States in 2011 with her husband and young daughter 
from Estonia where the entire family had grown up. A professional artist, painter, sculptor, and until recently 
a doll doctor and a collector of antique and author dolls, she tried ballet for the first time in the fall of 2017. 
She began attending Adult Ballet Classes at the Ballet Guild and since then has devoted her time to everything 
ballet-related. Afraid to even dare to dream about performing on stage, she was thrilled to gain some stage 
experience by dancing as a Party Guest in previous PYB Nutcracker productions and as a Peasant in PYB’s 
production of Coppélia.
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Dave Ebert (Party Guest, Mother Ginger) is thrilled to return to the ballet for the third year in a row. Dave is a 
digital designer by day and a performing musician by night (lead singer and guitarist for local band RadioOne) 
and wishes to thank not only the wonderful teachers and staff at PYB, but the other party parents for their 
patience and guidance during the rehearsal process. Being a part of something this magical and meaningful is 
something Dave will never forget!

Mike Grigoruk (Dr. Stahlbaum) is returning to the performance this year to once again participate in “the greatest 
holiday party ever.” Beginning on stage in 2001 with his daughter Bronte, Mike has been involved both as a party 
guest and as Dr. Stahlbaum for over 15 years. As Mike says each year about participating in PYB’s Nutcracker, 
“What a delightful way to bring in the holiday season, and what a wonderful opportunity to be involved in this first-
class production.” Mike provides construction management services for CEG (Cedarville Engineering Group) in 
their Pennsylvania Municipal Engineering Department. His biggest stage critic is his wife, Mary, although he also 
welcomes performance comments from his children and grandchildren – as long as they’re positive…

Sara Massa (Party Guest) is delighted to return to the Ballet Guild’s Nutcracker. This marks her tenth year 
sharing the stage with her daughter Isabella. Sara grew up in CT, where she studied ballet at The Marsha 
Ismailoff Mark School of Ballet and the Connecticut Ballet Center. She now lives in Bethlehem where she is 
a full-time mother of four, part-time yoga instructor, and free-time student at the Ballet Guild. Sara is grateful 
to her husband who helps create time for her to share this experience with their daughter. She is also thankful 
for her parents and sister who make the yearly trek down from Connecticut to move in and take over during 
Nutcracker week. Without them, this would not be possible.

Erin Vavra (Party Guest) is a life-long admirer of ballet. She has been taking adult ballet classes at the Ballet 
Guild since 2014.  She has performed in the Guild's production of Coppélia in 2019.  Erin debuted as a party 
parent in the 2020 virtual performance of The Nutcracker.  Erin also enjoys swing dancing, costume making 
and reading.  Erin is the owner/ director of A Child’s Choice Montessori School located in Bethlehem.  She is 
excited to be dancing on stage with one of her former students this year!

Phillip Wallens (Party Guest) is back on stage with the Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley for his sixth consecutive 
performance of The Nutcracker. Phillip currently teaches elementary general music in the Bangor Area School 
District. Despite moving to New Jersey more than a year ago, Phillip returns to Pennsylvania to continue 
advocating for arts education. He is a music director for two theatres, Star of The Day in Emmaus and Rebels 
Stages in The Delaware Water Gap. He is on the board of The Friends of Music of Bethlehem, a non-profit 
dedicated to supporting classical music education in the Lehigh Valley. Phillip has a deep appreciation for the 
arts and enjoys serving children in discovering their own love for the arts. He would like to thank the directors, 
office managers, and other performers, both young and seasoned, for their hard work and dedication to the arts.

Joyce Yoder (Mrs. Stahlbaum) is humbled to mark sixteen years appearing as Mrs. Stahlbaum, sharing the stage 
with hundreds of student and professional dancers. A lifelong ballet enthusiast, Joyce received her early training 
with Joane Manze in Clarks Summit, PA and at Ballet Theatre of Scranton. She studied at the PA Governor’s 
School for the Arts and Pennsylvania Ballet School’s summer programs. She is a former professional member of 
the DanceGing Company and has appeared in several featured dance roles with Pennsylvania Youth Theatre. She 
has served as choreographer for Trexler Middle School’s musical productions and is a former ballet instructor 
for Muhlenberg College’s Community Dance Center. Joyce was featured as Arabian and Dew Drop in previous 
BGLV/PYB productions of The Nutcracker. She has also participated in their productions of Cinderella, La 
Boutique Fantasque, Coppélia, Four Seasons, Our Town, and Peter Pan. Joyce is honored to be a member of 
PYB’s Board of Directors.

Kristopher Yoder (Herr Drosselmeyer) is honored once again to grace the stage in the Ballet Guild's The 
Nutcracker. He most recently was seen as Dr. Coppelius in last Spring's Coppélia, as well as numerous other 
Ballet Guild productions in the past. He is proud to continue to join this Christmas favorite.
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Ballet Mistress

Emelia Belet, also a BGLV/PYB faculty member teaching ballet, began dancing at the age of three 
at North Jersey School of Dance Arts under Christine Taylor and Luba Gulyaeva.  In 2014, she 
joined Ballet Guild of Lehigh Valley/ Pennsylvania Youth Ballet to further her training at the age of 
12 under Artistic Director Karen Knerr.  While there she performed many roles, including Hermia 
in A Midsummer Night's Dream, Prayer and one of Coppélia's friends in Coppélia, and Arabian 

Lead, Dewdrop, and Snow Queen all in Ballet Guild's annual production of The Nutcracker. Upon graduating 
in the summer of 2020, Emelia was accepted as an American Repertory Ballet's Trainee under the direction of 
Adymara Cabrera and Ethan Steifel and remained there for three years.  While in the program, she performed 
with the school and company in many productions, including Snow, Flowers, and Marzipan Corps in ARB's The 
Nutcracker, Arabian Lead in Princeton Ballet School Nutcracker Suite, Willis in Giselle in the schools spring 
trainee production. After her three years in Princeton with American Repertory Ballet, Emelia is excited to 
move back home and start teaching at the studio she considers home and begin her next journey in the teaching 
side of the ballet world.

Our Faculty

Adriane Orcutt-Fraser, Dance Instructor, hails from a family of teachers and is as passionate about 
the Art of Teaching as she is about the Art of Dance. Having grown in a family where education was 
a way of life, as well as being a homeschooling parent, Adriane knows first-hand about the need to 
balance strict with fun and structure with creativity. Caring about her students’ health, well-being, 
and artistic development is essential to Adriane’s teaching style and choreographic goals. Adriane 

began her ballet training at Budzynski Studios/Dance Theater of Pa. She studied Ballet, Pointe, and Ukrainian 
Folk dance and was able to perform demi-soloist and soloist roles alongside professional dancers. Adriane was 
accepted into the school of Philadanco, where she received training in Graham and Horton modern technique 
from Milton Myers and Pat Thomas and continued her training in ballet and pointe. Adriane was a scholarship 
student at BalletMet and Joffrey Ballet School Summer Intensives where she studied with Melinda Baker and 
Francesca Corkle, among others. As a high school senior, Adriane was accepted on scholarship into the BFA 
dance program of De Sales University. She studied and performed with university seniors and received college 
credit for her dance courses. Adriane was also invited to train and rehearse with Danco II, Philadanco’s Second 
Company and she was involved in a youth performance group that toured and performed in West Africa. After 
high school, Adriane attended Fordham University. While studying for an academic degree in Philosophy/
History, and because a dual major in dance was not an option at the university at that time, Adriane studied dance 
in the Alvin Ailey/Fordham BFA program by audition as a non-major. She was privileged to receive training 
in ballet, pointe, modern and jazz and perform works from world-renowned teachers and choreographers, 
including Celia Marino, Denise Vale, Ana Marie Forsythe and Carl Paris. Adriane has taught Ballet, Pointe, 
Modern, Jazz, Contemporay/Lyrical and Folk Dance in New York, Long Island, and Pennsylvania. She enjoys 
teaching students of all ages, from toddlers to adults, and is passionate about instilling the love of dance and 
artistic expression to all dancers, whether recreational students or professionally bound.

Carolyn Lippert, Dance Instructor, was born in Boston, Massachusetts and trained at Severance 
Ballet Conservatory with her mother, Carla Stallings-Lippert, and at the American Ballet Theatre 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School.  Lippert was named a National Training Scholar and attended 
American Ballet Theatre Summer Intensives on full scholarship from 2008-2011. Lippert joined 
the ABT Studio Company in September 2011 and performed with American Ballet Theatre at the 

Metropolitan Opera House in 2013.  She went on to dance with The Washington Ballet for their 2013-2014 
season and San Francisco Ballet for their 2014-2015 season. Lippert joined American Ballet Theatre as a 
member of the corps de ballet in 2015 and went on to perform in Swan Lake, Giselle, La Bayadere, Firebird, 

55098 REV2.indd   1855098 REV2.indd   18 12/5/24   7:40 AM12/5/24   7:40 AM



and The Seasons to name a few. While with ABT, Lippert also took college classes at CUNY and graduated 
summa cum laude with a bachelors in phycology in 2021. In that same year, Lippert retired to pursue a career in 
medicine. Lippert is ABT National Training Curriculum certified and enjoys teaching whenever possible. She 
plans to remain a part of the ballet world and looks forward to sharing her passion and knowledge of classical 
ballet with students.

Arielle Ridley, Dance Instructor, developed a passion for teaching dance at age 14 while a student 
at Miss Autumn’s Dance Class, in Quakertown, Pennsylvania. She began teaching there and helped 
to develop the curriculum—everything from ballet, jazz, tap, contemporary dance, musical theater, 
and hip hop—and has been working steadily ever since to deepen her knowledge of the art and 
her commitment to producing fine young dancers. After completing high school, Arielle graduated 

with honors and a B.F.A. in Dance Theatre from AMDA College of the Performing Arts, New York and Los 
Angeles. While she studied almost every form of dance, Arielle’s primary focus there was Contemporary and 
Jazz. After graduation, she gained performing experience with companies such as Anne-Marie Mulgrew and 
Dancers, JWCK Dance Lab, Dance Kerr and Dancers, and several other theater projects. Arielle also explored 
the world of film and television when a student at AMDA LA and AMDA NY. “I teach with love, kindness, but 
with enough discipline to encourage children and teenagers to grow. I try to connect with every student as best 
I can, so that no one feels unseen, unheard, or unimportant,” she says. Arielle Ridley’s interests aren’t limited to 
dance, however. She enjoys film editing, choreography, creative writing, and is a published YA author.

Carley Russell, Dance Instructor, is a passionate performer and teacher, with years of professional 
experience in the industry. She grew up dancing and trained at Allegheny Ballet Company in 
Pennsylvania, going onto pursue a Jazz Dance degree at Point Park University. While training there, 
she spent her summers doing intensives with other schools, including The Boston Conservatory, 
and choreographing shows for local theaters. While on spring break from the university, Carley 

auditioned and booked the international tour of West Side Story, which took her to 22 cities and 18 countries; 
her favorites including Dublin, Tokyo, Paris, and Auckland. After tour she moved to New York City and worked 
at various regional theaters around the country. In between performing opportunities, Carley found a love 
for teaching dance and choreographing. She taught various workshops, nationally and internationally, with 
original choreography and repertoire. She loves to see kids learning and enjoying her classes and has experience 
teaching students of all ages.

Daniel Russell, Dance Instructor, is an Australian-born professional performer with extensive 
experience in choreography and teaching across multiple styles. From Steven Spielberg’s West Side 
Story film, to dancing on Broadway in The Music Man, to performing live on The Tony Awards, 
tap dancing on The Price is Right, acting on primetime television, and playing leading roles in 
international and Broadway tours, Daniel has been a sought-after performer for over fifteen years. 

Daniel has choreographed worldwide, including a video for pop-star Tori Kelly, and Holdin’ It In, which 
premiered at the Symphony Space NYC. Daniel has been a part of the audition team for shows across the 
world including the Australian production of Matilda, and Randy Skinner’s White Christmas National Tour. 
Daniel has held workshops across the world, from San Fransisco to Australia’s east coast, and judged multiple 
dance competitions nationwide across the USA. Daniel brings his plethora of knowledge to the classroom in 
his workshops and lessons, teaching group classes to students of all ages in an enjoyable and focused learning 
environment.
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Carol Jolley Sarik, Dance Instructor, received her early training at Princeton Ballet under founder 
Audrey Estey. (She was thrilled to dance the role of Clara in The Nutcracker for two years as a 
young student.) A graduate of the Walnut Hill School of Performing Arts, she was then accepted into 
the Banff School of Fine Arts Summer Intensive in Alberta, Canada where she performed in their 
summer festival production of Les Sylphides. Receiving her teacher training from the Royal Ballet 

School in London, England, Carol returned to the United States where she opened and operated her own school 
in Jamesburg, New Jersey for seventeen years. While teaching, Ms. Sarik also danced professionally as a soloist 
with the Shore Ballet Company, performing such roles as Swanhilda in Coppélia and the lead role in Cinderella. 
She danced with the Carolyn Dorfman Company in its early years. She continues to attend teacher training 
programs such as the Dance Teacher Web Conference in Las Vegas, as well as injury prevention seminars. In 
2019, Carolyn received her Certification in Progressing Ballet Technique.

Our Staff

Tanja Fetzer Howard, the Ballet Guild’s indefatigable Office Manager, is something of a Renaissance woman. 
She has many interests, and pursues them all with enthusiasm. Among her most favored ways to spend time 
she counts dance, music, and history of all eras. She had a chance to combine two of these when she assisted 
prominent dance historian Patricia McAndrew in preparing some translations from the Danish. Tanja goes 
beyond a purely intellectual appreciation of the arts to performance. She has taken courses in African dance, 
country line dance, Middle Eastern dance, and tap dancing, as well as African Djembe drumming and frame 
drumming.  In addition to performing with Tahya’s percussion group at Mayfair and Musikfest, she has also 
danced with Star City Tribal and PURE dance troupes.  However, none of her interests mean more to her than 
her two children, Brenna and Drew Howard. Tanja comes to her present job with the Ballet Guild through a long 
and grueling apprenticeship as a Ballet Mom.

Kristin Dundon, Costume Mistress, is grateful for her “sewing squad” of volunteers who help bring the costumes 
to life on the Zoellner Stage for the 2024 Nutcracker! She has a degree in Theater from DeSales University. The 
wardrobe room at the Guild brings back fond memories of her childhood ballet classes with Miss Marjorie B. 
Fink. Her new costume designs for the Ballet Guild’s 50th Anniversary of The Nutcracker held in 2018 were 
inspired by the early costumes designed for the Ballet Guild by Mrs. Zimmerman! She has recently started 
working as a stylist and wardrobe supervisor in the world of film.

55098 REV2.indd   2055098 REV2.indd   20 12/5/24   7:40 AM12/5/24   7:40 AM



The Board of Directors of the Ballet Guild  The Board of Directors of the Ballet Guild  
of the Lehigh Valley & Pennsylvania Youth Balletof the Lehigh Valley & Pennsylvania Youth Ballet

Jennifer Altemose, Esq., President

Tjasa C. Ritchey, Vice President

Amy Belet, Secretary

Elisabeth Sollog, Treasurer

EV Dundon

Stephanie Kunkle

Emily Quiros

Julian Ritchey

Kristy Wright

Joyce Yoder

Artistic Director

Karen Kroninger Knerr

Honorary Board Members

Violette Verdy (1933-2016)

Barbara Weisberger (1926-2020)

The Board of Directors Emeriti

Carol L. Dimopoulos

Harry G. Dimopoulos, Ph.D.
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Nutcracker Orchestra 2024
Southside Sinfonietta

Darin Lewis*, Music Director
Deborah Andrus, Personnel Manager

Flute 1 - Principal
Karen Bogardus

Flute 2 - Piccolo
Jill Sokol

Oboe 1 - Principal
Mark Snyder*

Oboe 2 - English Horn
Nobuo Kitagawa

Clarinet 1 - Principal
Deborah Andrus*

Clarinet 2
Boris Shpitalnik

Bass Clarinet
Stephen Reisteter

Bassoon 1 - Principal
Susan Shaw*

Bassoon 2
Gil Dejean

Horn 1 - Principal
Conor Jensen

Horn 2
Jennifer French

Horn 3
Shari Gleason-Mayrofer*

Horn 4
Derek Foster

Trumpet 1 - Principal
Paul Futer

Trumpet 2
Robert High

Trombone 1 - Principal
Malcolm Vinney

Trombone 2
Gilles Bernard

Bass Trombone
Jarred Antonacci (W-F)
Daniel Neuenschwander (Sat-Sun)

Tuba - Principal
Philip Ioanna

Timpani - Principal
Steven Mathiesen*

Percussion - Principal
Beth Faulstick

Harp - Principal
Jacqui Kerrod

Keyboard - Principal
Martha Schrempel

Concertmaster
Michael Jorgensen*

Violin 1
Simon Maurer
Inna Eyzerovich
Stephani Bell
Linda Kistler
Julie Bougher

Violin 2 - Principal
Chris Souza

Violin 2
Becky Brown
Connie Trach
Linda Fiore
Mary Ogletree

Viola - Principal
JJ Johnson

Violas
Daniel Brye
Agnes Maurer
Nora Krohn

Cellos- Principal
Christopher Gross*

Cellos
Margalit Cantor
Noelle Grand
Simon Perez

Double Bass - Principal
Domenick Fiore

Double Bass
Devin Howell

*denotes Lehigh Music Department faculty
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Nutcracker Treble Choirs 2024

Vincent Andrew
Elizabella Baclawski
Lily Bailey
Reese Bittner
Wyatt Breidinger 
Mary Chickilly
Michael Chickilly
Elsie Conrad 
Aubrey Cser
Macyn Davidick
Caylee Dearden 
Kali Dimler 
Courtney Edwards
Josephine Ehasz 

Kaitlyn Fertal
Kassidy Galarza
Shekinah Henry 
Norah Johnson
Sydney Jones
Emma Klaus 
Ellie Kline 
Scarlet Kubilius
Evelyn Lack 
Sophia Lahr	
Greta-Lynn Lesko
Jasmine Martinez 
Amelia Martucci 
Alaina Morrissey

Madilyn Nguyen 
Charlize Padilla 
Antonia Pacchioni 
Lillian Rehrig 
Miley Salter 
Evan Seidick 
Tianna Shammas 
Zoey Strouse 
Jocelyn Strittmatter 
Abigail Vermeulen 
Lana Weiko	
Autumn Yost

The Northampton Naturals
Northampton Area Middle School

Ms. Patricia Risley, Director
Mr. Joseph S. Kovalchik, Superintendent

Mr. Michael Lopata, Principal, Middle School

Emmaus High School Bella Voce
Ms. Julia Wallace, Director

Danisha Banchs Torres
Judyth Beazer
Mairi Berrio
Ella Bloszinsky
Emily Brown
Hadiyyah Dockery
Kylee Dosman
SheaLeigh Eisenberg

Abigail Holtz
Alexandria Hrusovsky
Natalie Iwans
Ryleigh Kohler
Val Marte Rodriguez
Thianela Olibrice
Grace Osman
Sarah Paulsen

Allison Petroski
Liliana Scholz
Rileigh Slotter
Jocelynn Spengler
Camryn Stahley
Oliver Thompson
Julia Visco
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BOYS DANCE FREE!BOYS DANCE FREE!

Call 610-865-0353 or Email pyb@rcn.com for more information!

PENNSYLVANIA YOUTH BALLETPENNSYLVANIA YOUTH BALLET
Ballet Guild of the Lehigh ValleyBallet Guild of the Lehigh Valley

556 Main Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018556 Main Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018

The all-boys, tuition-free program helps to build 
strength, flexibility, and athletic skills!
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ZOELLNER ARTS CENTER

PACKAGE BENEFITS

• Subscribers save up to 20% & pay no per ticket service charges
• FREE and discount ticket offers via email
• Subscribers enjoy reserved seating for general admission shows
• Plans change? Exchange your tickets if you can’t make a show
• Early access for the best seats

For more information: 
610-758-2787 ext.0 | inzactix@lehigh.edu

zoellnerartscenter.org

SUBSCRIBE 
ANYTIME

Save & enjoy exclusive benefits 
like access to events & tickets 

before the public.

CHOOSE 
3 EVENTS

or more to subscribe and enjoy 
all these benefits and more 

throughout the year. 

MAKE AN 
IMPACT

Your support makes a 
direct impact on the artistic 
programming & educational 

outreach to thousands.

SUBSCRIPTIONS OFFER
FLEXIBILITY & EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS

CHOOSE 3 EVENTS TO SUBSCRIBE!

SUBSCRIBE + SAVE
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Nutcracker Volunteers
They Made It Happen!

Program........................................................................... Jennifer Altemose, Tanja Howard, Kristy Wright

Printing................................................................................................................................. Alcom Printing

Advertising..........................................................................Jennifer Altemose, EV Dundon, Kristy Wright

Development/Fundraising.................................... Angela Baio, with Jennifer Altemose, Elisabeth Sollog

School Performance Chair..............................................................................................Jennifer Altemose

Nutcracker Educational Guide..................................... Amy Belet, Lori George, Karen Kroninger Knerr

Cast Party................................................................................................................................Tjasa Ritchey

Nutcracker Boutique..................................... Tjasa Ritchey and Stephanie Kunkle, with Stephanie Lewis

	 Shannon McGinley-Jaindl, Cathy Parkin, Julian Ritchey, Oliver Ritchey

T-Shirt Graphic Design..........................................................................................................Kristy Wright

Wardrobe Committee......................................Kristin Dundon with Amy Belet (First Hand), Erika Brew, 

	 Christen Fleming, Karen Groller, Wendy Nebzydoski, Kristy Wright

Angel Wranglers........................... Christen Fleming with Destiny Beck, Jenna Fletcher, Sheena Guthrie,

	 Stephanie Livesey, Sandra Rego, Jennifer Ward, Lindsay Wespestad

Production Volunteers...................Tracy Breisch, Lindsay Bunn, Maggie Burnett, Rebekah Chamberlin,

	  Michele Geronimo Goeser, Heather Gidusko, Karen Groller, Jenn Heaton,

	 Stephanie Lewis, Danielle Matarazzo, Shannon McGinley-Jaindl, 

	 Judith Nuhfer, Brianne Olaso, Alicia Rampulla, Sandra Rego,

	  Lindsey Sanders, Tiffany Shimmel, Kristy Wright

Props............................................Peggy Soares, with Jen Maruscak, Dave Soares (Sleigh), Gianna Soares

Load In/Out............................................................................................................................... Gina Hinkle 

Ushers...........................................................Rebekah Chamberlin, Shannon McGinley-Jaindl, Alex Rego,

	 Deb Stahlnecker, Amy Zanelli

Stage Crew.......................................................... Brian Miller, Katrina Miller, Zoë Miller, Sydney Weaver

Zoellner Team................Josh Kovar, Production Manager; Kyle Rudgers, Assistant Production Manager; 

	 Justin Burns, Lighting Coordinator; Phil Ingle, Audio Coordinator

Zoellner Stage Crew.........................Colin Reynolds, Audio Operator; Brian Meehan, Lighting Operator;

	 Kai Danyluk, Fly-Rail Operator

Additional ZAC Crew.........................................Todd Burkel, Abby Jurbala, Zach Miller, Jordan Pappas,

	 Daniel St. John, Lauren Schultz, Sydney Weaver

Costumes .................................................. Scaramouche Costume Shop (Bob and Mark) – Mother Ginger

Thank you to all whose contributions were received after program deadlines.
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Listen online at WDIY.ORG

NPR NEWS, PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
AND AN ECLECTIC MIX OF MUSIC

™

MANY CHOICES.

REAL VOICES.
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HOLD YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION AT

ZOELLNER ARTS CENTER

610-758-5387  |  inrental@lehigh.edu | zoellnerartscenter.org
Contact our Rental Manager:

Perfect for receptions, recitals, 
parties, ceremonies and more!
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Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley 
Pennsylvania Youth BalletPennsylvania Youth Ballet

PRESIDENT - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
1958-1960	 Mrs. Joseph Corriere 
1961-1963	 Mr. Harlow Chapman
1964- 1965	 Grace H. Coffman
1965-1966	 Mrs. Ned Kelchner
1966-1967	 Dr. John T. Flautz
1967-1968	 Mr. Victor Rosso
1969-1971	 Mrs. Benjamin (Patricia) Taylor
1972-1973	 Ms. Catalina Panebianco
1974-1975	 Mr. Bernie Schimmel
1976-1977	 Mr. Harold Jones
1978-1980	 Mr. James E. Ray
1981-1982	 Mr. Charles Knecht
1983-1984	 Mrs. Barbara Stout
1985-1990	 Mr. John L. Cleveland
1991-1993	 T. Grant Burke

PRESIDENT - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
1994-1995	 Ms. Suzanne McKenna
1996-2004	 Mrs. Carol Dimopoulas
2005-2006	 Dr. Brian Nester
2007-2008	 Mr. Barry J. Pell
2009-2011	 Ms. Stephanie Koenig, Esq.
2012-Present	 Mrs. Jennifer Altemose, Esq.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
1958-1964	 James Fender
1965-1995	 Alexi Ramov 
1995-2006	 Oleg Briansky & Mireille Briane 
2006-2007	 Aram Manukyan 
2007- Present	 Karen Kroninger Knerr

56 Years of Nutcracker Guest Artists56 Years of Nutcracker Guest Artists
(1968-2024)(1968-2024)

YEAR	 SUGAR PLUM FAIRY	 HER CAVALIER	 COMPANY
1968	 Fiona Furstner	 Jacques Cebron	 Pennsylvania Ballet 
1969 Barbara Sandonato	 Alexei Yudenich	 Pennsylvania Ballet
1970	 Christina Sarry	 John Sowinski	 American Ballet Company (Eliot Feld, Director)
1971	 Hilda Morales	 Keith Martin	 Pennsylvania Ballet
1972	 Hilda Morales	 Lawrence Rhodes	 Pennsylvania Ballet
1973	 Olga Ferri	 Ramon Segarra	 Teatro Colon, Buenos Aires, Argentina (Olga)
1974	 Barbara Sandonato	 Ramon Segarra	 Pennsylvania Ballet (Barbara)
1975	 Linda Miller	 John Sowinski	 Eliot Feld Ballet
1976	 Susan Taylor Degnan	 Peter Degnan	 Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre
1977	 Durine Alinova	 David Drummond	 Boston Ballet
1978	 Tamara Hadley	 William DeGregory	 Pennsylvania Ballet
1979	 Zelma Bustillo	 Luis Fuente	 Joffrey Ballet
1980	 Megan Murphy	 John Sowinski	 Eliot Feld Ballet
1981	 Tamara Rimes	 Richard Fritz	 Los Angeles Ballet Company
1982	 Jocelyne Mocogni	 Craig Williams	 Eliot Feld Ballet / Ballet Nuevo Mundo de Caracas
1983	 Leslie Jonas	 Alexandre Proia	 Boston Ballet
1984	 Ana Maria Castanon	 Roberto Rodriguez	 Ballets de San Juan, Puerto Rico
1985	 Ana Maria Castanon	 Roberto Rodriguez	 Ballets de San Juan, Puerto Rico
1986	 Stephanie Moy	 Leslie Howard	 Boston Ballet
1987	 Kristin Schleich	 Richard Fritz	 Ballet Northeast
1988	 Karen Kroninger	 Michael Haubrich-Visconti	 Juilliard School/Ballets de San Juan, Puerto Rico
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YEAR	 SUGAR PLUM FAIRY	 HER CAVALIER	 COMPANY
1989	 Rosemary Sabovik	 Joseph Fritz	 New Jersey Ballet/Metropolitan Opera Ballet

Elizabeth Knecht	 Michael Krochak	 (School Performances)
1990	 Rosemary Sabovik	 Joseph Fritz	 New Jersey Ballet/Metropolitan Opera Ballet
1991	 Lauren Gelfand	 Alexander Kedrov	 Boston Ballet
1992	 Susanna Vennerbeck	 Alexander Kedrov	 Boston Ballet 
1993	 Jenni Hjalmarson	 Dimitri Nechayev	 Universal Ballet Company, Seoul, Korea (Jenni)
1994	 Roseanne Germer	 Alexei Borovik	 Pennsylvania Ballet
1995	 Margaret Tracey	 Ethan Stiefel	 New York City Ballet

Cassandra Crowder	 John Thomas Bell	 BGLV Residential Scholarship Winner /  
Maryland Ballet (School Performances)

1996	 Margaret Tracey/	 Nikolaj Hübbe	 New York City Ballet
Jennifer Ringer	 Nikolaj Hübbe	 New York City Ballet
Anne Elizabeth Milewski	 Andrei Dokukin	 American Ballet Theatre (School Performances)

1997	 Irina Dvorovenko	 Maxim Belotserkovsky	 American Ballet Theatre
Tamara Barden	 Andrei Dokukin	 American Ballet Theatre (School Performances)

1998	 Irina Dvorovenko	 Maxim Belotserkovsky	 American Ballet Theatre
1999	 Irina Dvorovenko	 Maxim Belotserkovsky	 American Ballet Theatre

Adrienne Schulte	 Giray Atalay	 American Ballet Theatre (School Performances)
2000	 Pollyanna Ribiero	 Paul Thrussell	 Boston Ballet
2001	 Ekaterina Shelknova	 Michael Cusmano	 American Ballet Theatre
2002	 Yoko Kaneta	 Kazuma Ogasawara	 Freelance, Japan
2003	 Vlada Kysselova	 Hennadi Bespechnyi	 Ukraine, France, & South Carolina
2004	 Michele Wiles	 Ricardo Torres	 American Ballet Theatre /  

Ballet Concierto de Puerto Rico
2005	 Zhong-Jing Fang	 Jared Matthews	 American Ballet Theatre
2006	 Violeta Angelova	 Alfiero Supan	 Freelance
2007	 Amanda Cobb-Ennis	 Justin Peck	 American Ballet Theatre /  

Cedar Lake Dance Company
2008	 Elisabeth Holowchuk	 Ted Seymour	 The Suzanne Farrell Ballet 
2009	 Sarah Lane	 Luis Ribagorda	 American Ballet Theatre
2010	 Riolama Lorenzo	 Sergio Torrado	 Pennsylvania Ballet
2011	 Jennie Somogyi	 Ask la Cour	 New York City Ballet
2012	 Ashley Bouder	 Matthew Dibble	 New York City Ballet / Twyla Tharp Dance
2013	 Aynsley Taylor Inglis	 Vitali Krauchenka	 Freelance / American Ballet Theatre
2014	 Aynsley Taylor Inglis	 Brett van Sickle	 Freelance / The Suzanne Farrell Ballet
2015	 Lauren Fadeley	 Francis Veyette	 Pennsylvania Ballet
2016	 Ashley Ellis	 Lasha Khozashvili	 Boston Ballet
2017	 Beckanne Sisk	 Chase O’Connell	 Ballet West
2018	 Liliann DiPiazza	 Ian Hussey	 Pennsylvania Ballet 
2019	 Devon Teuscher	 Alexandre Hammoudi	 American Ballet Theatre
2020	 Oksana Maslova	 Sterling Baca	 Pennsylvania Ballet
2021	 Dayesi Torriente	 Arian Molina Soca	 Philadelphia Ballet (formerly Pennsylvania Ballet)
2022	 Amanda Smith	 Da’ Von Doane	 Dance Theatre of Harlem
2023	 Seo Hye Han	 John Lam	 Boston Ballet
2024	 Beckanne Sisk	 Chase O'Connell	 Houston Ballet

Bold Font = student of Alexi Ramov, not a member of the BGLV
Bold Italic Font = BGLV company member alumnus

56 Years of Nutcracker Guest Artists56 Years of Nutcracker Guest Artists
(1968-2024)(1968-2024)
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OVER 41,000 PRODUCTS 
ALWAYS IN STOCK

π
SHIPPING SUPPLY SPECIALISTS

ORDER BY 6 PM FOR SAME DAY SHIPPING

1-800-295-5510   uline.com
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Motor Vehicle Accidents | Premises Liability 
Products Liability | Wrongful Death 

Medical and Nursing Home Malpractice

3101 Emrick Blvd., Suite 205, Bethlehem, PA 18020

610-258-6184 | valleyinjury.com

DON’T SETTLE
FOR JUST ANY LAWYER
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MUSIC 
L ESS O N S
ENSEMBLES & RECORDING STUDIO

∙ individual lessons & group classes
∙ free performance opportunities 
∙ all ages: children, teens, adults
∙ year-round, in-person & online

∙ financial aid & scholarships
∙ recording studio & classes

∙ Kindermusik, ages 0-4

Celebrating 42+ Years of Quality Music Education

CMSLV.ORG 610-435-7725
1544 Hamilton Street | Allentown

ENROLL ANYTIME

LEARN MORELEARN MORE
& SIGN UP& SIGN UP

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

55098 REV2.indd   3755098 REV2.indd   37 12/5/24   7:40 AM12/5/24   7:40 AM



55098 REV2.indd   3855098 REV2.indd   38 12/5/24   7:40 AM12/5/24   7:40 AM



PROUD TO 
SUPPORT
The Pennsylvania Youth Ballet 

We Empower the Ambitious to Become the Accomplished.

BOHLERENGINEERING.COM | 74 W BROAD STREET, SUITE #500, BETHLEHEM, PA
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®

wesleyworksrealestate.com  |  610.928.1000

Voted BEST Real Estate Of�ce 
in the Lehigh Valley by The Morning Call

Build Your

Dream
Home

tuskeshomes.com

Call/Text
610-400-3494
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PERSONAL TRAINING

WELLNESS COACHING

MENOPAUSE HEALTH

SUPPLEMENT COACHING

BUFF BRIDE PACKAGES

EARLY MORNING WORKOUTS

610-207-4682

heathergidusko.com

WORK WITH ME

GRAB A COPYGRAB A COPY
OF MY BOOKOF MY BOOK

Virtual or In Person

25+ Years Experience 

Authentic & Personable

Mention this Ad and receive 10% any package

Available on
Amazon 

and 
Barnes & Noble

WELLNESS COACH &WELLNESS COACH &
FITNESS TRAINERFITNESS TRAINER
FOR WOMENFOR WOMEN

HEATHER GIDUSKO

*Featured in 
LV STYLE 
& WFMZ 

Center for

    Audiology 
Services

610.628.3032 • Bethlehem • 2591 Baglyos Cir, Ste C-48

We LISTEN to help you hear better.
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4096 W. Tilghman St. Allentown, PA 18104 

www.studiowestdancecentre.com 

Buona fortuna
Liliana e Francesca Matarazzo! 

from
Milly Dignetti

610-416-7639 | millyd@doreyrealestate.com

Carol C. Dorey Real Estate, Inc.
Specialists in High-Value Property

(610) 346-8800 | info@doreyrealestate.com

Serving Bucks County & 
Lehigh Valley Areas Since 1976

55098 REV2.indd   4255098 REV2.indd   42 12/5/24   7:40 AM12/5/24   7:40 AM



55098 REV2.indd   4355098 REV2.indd   43 12/5/24   7:40 AM12/5/24   7:40 AM



ADAM WALDRON 
PAINTING 

 

 
 

Interior & Exterior Painting 
Lead-based Paint Certified 

 
610-462-3877 

 
adam@waldronpainting.com 

WaldronPainting.com 
 

PA 76725 

Central
Moravian
Church

Wherever you are in your journey 
of faith and whatever your identity 
may be, you are always welcome 

at Central Moravian Church

Historic Downtown Bethlehem
centralmoravianchurch.org

610-866-5661
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Wandering
Bar Belle

TheWandering
Bar Belle

The
M O B I L E  B A RM O B I L E  B A R

570-856-8191570-856-8191570-856-8191

JESSEE@WANDERINGBARBELLE.COM
THE.WANDERING.BAR.BELLE

WEDDINGS
SHOWERS

EVENTS
LIFE HAPPENINGS

& MUCH MORE!
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rivervalleyschool.org 1395 Bridgeton Hill Rd, Upper Black Eddy PA

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE
katieramosteam.com

230 E. 4th Street,
Bethlehem, PA 18015

610-866-4423
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Join Us 
GGrreeeenn  PPoonndd  UUnniitteedd  
MMeetthhooddiisstt  CChhuurrcchh  

 

Sunday Worship        Christmas Eve 

10:00 AM                         3:00pm & 7:00pm 

4411 Green Pond Road 
Easton, PA 18045 
(610) 253-2731 
office@greenpondumc.com 
www.greenpondumc.com 

CLASSES 
IN ART, 
DESIGN, 
& FASHION

FOR CHILDREN, 
TEENS, & ADULTS

510 W. Linden St. 
Allentown, PA 18101
610.433.0032
www.baumschool.org
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sherpnortheast.com

SHERP, the Ultimate ATV
First Responder, Commercial, Recreation
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You Can Do 
Better!

Contact Us Today for NEW CUSTOMER SPECIALS!

Switch this fall and get  
Faster, More Reliable Propane 
Service with REAL VALUE PRICING  
ALL YEAR ROUND!

PA Contractor Reg #PA736 / NJ HIC #13VH04248200

610-868-8566  
dbrothers.com
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The Sky’s the Limit with a 
FreySmile!

Congrats Juliana

freysmiles.com • 610-437-4748

ALLENTOWN • BETHLEHEM/EASTON 
SCHNECKSVILLE • LEHIGHTON

FreySmile in Progress
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A school you can trust.
Where your children are safe.  

Where they are taught a thorough, upright, traditional education, and where they can prosper  
among friends and dedicated faculty. Chrysostom Academy teaches about goodness, truth, and beauty. 

Every day your children gain knowledge, confidence, and spirit. This is education as it ought to be.  
On a beautiful campus with open spaces, a farm, a creek, fresh air and trees everywhere.  Come and see! 

We love to share what we teach and how we teach it. Now enrolling for 2024/25.   
— Call today to schedule your tour! —

395 Bridle Path Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
     610-427-2758  |  chrysostomacademy.org
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Jack’s Slice is proud to
support the Pennsylvania

Youth Ballet and their
performance of the

Nutcracker.

Open to the Public! 
3400 Tilghman St. Allentown

Food • Drinks • Fun 

JOIN US FOR 
SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 a.m. in the Old Chapel

11 a.m. in the Sanctuary at the 
corner of Church and Main streets

Central
Moravian
Church

Historic Downtown Bethlehem
centralmoravianchurch.org

610-866-5661

521 Main Street
Downtown Bethlehem 

610-849-2700
      lemacaronbethlehem

    lemacaronbethlehempa
      lemacaron-us.com

of Bethlehem
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Over 60 years of 
offering the finest 

ballet training  
in the area! 
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BALLET CLASSES FOR 
AGES 3 THRU ADULT 

Summer Dance Program 
June 23—August  1 ,  2025

PRE-PROFESSIONAL  
DAY INTENSIVES  

FOR THE SERIOUS 
DANCER 

BALLET GUILD OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY  ·  556 MAIN STREET  ·  BETHLEHEM, PA 18018 
Karen Kroninger Knerr ,  Art ist ic  Direc tor  

pyb@rcn.com  ·  www.bglv.org  ·  610-865-0353 
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zoellnerartscenter�org

ZOELLNER
ARTS CENTER
L E H I G H  U N I V E R S I T Y

2 0 2 4
2 0 2 5

CHERISH 
THE LADIES
A Celtic Christmas

ONE VISION OF QUEEN
featuring Marc Martel

YAMATO
The Drummers of Japan
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In 2024, the Ballet Guild entered its 66th year of delivering the everlasting beauty of clas-
sical ballet to the community. Through expert dance training, engaging performances, 
and commitment to arts education, our organization continues to serve Lehigh Valley 
students, educators, and general audiences.  

As you probably know, this is a busy time for our dancers and staff as we prepare for the 
56th annual production of The Nutcracker. This year, performances will run December 
11-15 and will, again, feature world-renowned guest artists, with full orchestral accom-
paniment by the talented South Side Sinfonietta.  We are so proud to have increased the 
number of performances to sold-out audiences, continued the addition of a full orchestra 
and choir for all performances, and forged a partnership with Zoellner Arts Center and 
the Lehigh University Music Department. The Nutcracker is truly the pinnacle of our 
year and an opportunity for the Lehigh Valley community to come together to support 
their neighbors and the arts. 

The Nutcracker and our spring production of Coppélia were wonderfully successful and 
we need your support now more than ever to continue our work with students—providing 
free tickets to Title I schools, introducing students to dance and music, deepening their 
appreciation for the arts, and fostering the development of important social and emo-
tional skills that affect their overall quality of life.   

Our ticket sales provide only a small portion of our operating budget and we rely on your 
donations to continue delivering innovative, one-of-a-kind arts programming to the 
Lehigh Valley community.  In this season of giving, we’re asking you to please consider 
making a gift to support this important work and ensure its longevity. Tax-deductible 
contributions may be made online at https://www.bglv.org/donate/ or by check mailed 
to: Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley, 556 Main St., Bethlehem, PA 18018. 
Thank you for your continued interest in the arts and the transformative influence it can 
have on ourselves and our neighbors. We do hope you consider supporting us this year. 

Holiday Greet ings  to  Al l!  
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Support the Arts
Receive a Substantial Tax Credit

We invite you to support The Nutcracker for Students Program by making 
a contribution through the Pennsylvania Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit Program. Pennsylvania has recognized The Nutcracker for Students 
as an innovative education program under the EITC program. By making 
a qualified corporate contribution, your company will be eligible for a tax 
credit equal to 75 percent of your contribution, up to $750,000, and in some 
cases, up to 90 percent of your contribution!

Learn more here: https://www.bglv.org/donate/eitc/

Pennsylvania Youth Ballet / Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley

Phone: (610) 865-0353          Email: pyb@rcn.com
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